
  

  

The North Willamette Valley Upland Oak Restoration Partnership is sponsored by the Yamhill SWCD and 

has many collaborating project partners: Polk SWCD, Trust for Public Land, Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (ODFW), Confederated Tribes of the Grande Ronde, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW), Greater 

Yamhill Watershed Council, and others. The partnership program was awarded just over $2 million dollars 

over the next five years (2015-2019) to administer financial and technical assistance to landowners interested 

in voluntary conservation to protect, conserve, and restore endangered upland oak and prairie habitats in Polk 

and Yamhill counties.  Funds will be used to pay qualified landowners financial incentives through the NRCS-

EQUIP program to implement various conservation measures to transition marginal sites into more valuable 

habitat and create properties that can be considered for long-term protection.  The following types of 

conservation practices will be considered:  forest management planning, brush management, conservation 

cover, prescribed grazing, upland wildlife habitat management, and prescribed burning, among others.  

Selective ranking criteria will be used to determine the best candidates for yearly funding based on local 

resource concerns, the overall amount of conservation benefits the work will provide, and the needs of 

applicants.  If you or anyone you know might be interested in upland oak and prairie restoration on your 

property please contact the Polk SWCD (503) 623-9680 x 5 or Yamhill SWCD (503) 472-1474.   

The very first step is to prepare your property for qualification by making sure your farm 

records are up to date.  Call the Farm Service Agency to begin the process:   

Bev Schmidt @503-399-5741 x100, or Debbie Pothetes x 111 . 
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Assistance 6 This spring you can help improve our local water quality 

by controlling your chemical applications, which reduces 

the chemical pollution in our waterways 

and aquifers. Please read and follow the 

directions carefully when spraying or 

fertilizing your garden beds. 

Remember it all drains to the creek! 

Left to Right : Marc Bell (Resource 

Conservationist Polk SWCD), 

Barbara Boyer  (Director Yamhill 

SWCD), Ree Armitage (Sen. 

Wyden’s office), Loren Unruh 

(NRCS Programs lead),  Tom 

Watson (NRCS), and Larry Ojua 

(Executive Director Yamhill SWCD) 
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By Sawyer Finegan 

Polk SWCD has a new 

program coming this fall. 

Salmon watch, a program run 

by Marion SWCD, will be 

coming to Polk County. We 

will be partnering with the 

Marion SWCD to run the 

program for Polk County 

students. Here in Polk County 

we will be able to take 10 

schools to the event thanks to 

a funding agreement with 

Oregon Forest Resources 

Institute (OFRI). Please contact 

Sawyer Finegan by email at 

sawyer.finegan@polkswcd.com 

or by phone at 503-623-9680 x 

113 if you know a classroom 

that would be interested in 

being one of the participants to 

attend this event.  

At salmon watch the students 

learn about numerous topics 

covering stream health 

including:  

Macro invertebrates (students 

get in the stream, get wet, 

catch critters, and learn how 

stream hea lth  can  be 

d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e s e 

organisms), Salmon biology, 

(students learn the life cycle of 

a salmon, what hatcheries do, 

and how other factors, natural 

and man-made, effect salmon), 

Riparian buffering (students 

learn how valuable it is to have 

the natural filtration provided 

by the riparian area and how to 

preserve this important 

function), and Water Quality 

(students get to be chemists 

for the afternoon, testing the 

water for various chemicals).  

Pesticide Stewardship Partnership Program  

took advantage of our pre-sale 

option with 36 using our online 

ordering system. Focusing on 

pre-sales minimizes some of 

the inherent risks of doing a 

once-a-year sale with live 

materials.  Another 50 

customers bought plants from 

the overstock sale.   

The average revenue from each 
pre-order was over $70, while 

overstock sale shoppers spent 

closer to $50 on average. 

The trend this year seemed to 

be the smaller the better.  The 

herbaceous understory plants 

were the first to go, followed 

by shrubs, and then trees.  A 

few of the favorites this year 

(at least 200 of each sold) 

were tiger lily, tall Oregon 

grape, vine maple and western 

red cedar.   

If you have comments, 

concerns, or suggestions about 

the    native plant sale, please          

contact  Liz Graham at: 

Approximately 12,000 native 

plants are being installed in our 

county thanks to the Polk 

SWCD 2015 Native Plant 

Sale.  Held at a new location 

this year (the Polk County 

Fairgrounds), the sale offered 

62 different native species for 

purchase the first weekend in 

February.  The majority of the 
plants were sold as bare root 

conservation stock, although 

the overstock sale also boasted 

some 1 and 5 gallon container 

stock.  Nearly 50 individuals 

2015 Native Plant Sale 
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Salmon Watch 

 Tom Wilson 

This Dragonfly Nymph 

was one of many Macro 

invertebrates caught and 

studied at Salmon Watch. 

Liz Graham 

liz.graham@polkswcd.com,     

Thanks to those of you who 

are putting native plants in the 

soil, and keep up the good 

work.  

In December the Polk SWCD was part of partnership that helped collect over 39,000 

pounds of chemicals and 1300 pounds of containers, which accounts for almost ½ of 

the total collected statewide.  These events are aimed at farmers, nursery owners and 

other users, providing a free opportunity to dispose of pesticides and herbicides. 

Oregon Pesticide Stewardship Partnerships identify potential concerns and improve 

water quality affected by pesticide use around Oregon. The PSP Program is a uniquely 

collaborative, Oregon solution to reduce unsafe levels of pesticides in our rivers, 

lakes and streams. Voluntary pesticide stewardship partnerships have helped avoid 

the need for a regulatory approach in some areas, providing more flexibility and con-

trol to land managers, and enabling farmers to come up with cost-saving solutions for 

reducing their use of many chemicals at once. Already, pilot projects in Hood River 

and Walla Walla have significantly reduced pesticide runoff by over 90 percent.  For 

more information on Oregon's Pesticide Stewardship Partnerships, contact Kevin 

Masterson at 503-229-5615 or by email:  masterson.kevin@deq.state.or.us. 
Source: www.deq.state.or.us/wq/

pesticide/pesticide.htm 

mailto:liz.graham@polkswcd.com


  

  

The Marion-Polk Food Share is 

conducting a Community Food 

Assessment for Polk County to 

bring people together to talk 

about their food systems and 

to empower communities to 

build a healthier and more 

sustainable food system. At the 

heart of a community food 

assessment is FEAST (Food-
E d u c a t i o n - A g r i c u l t u r e -

Solutions-Together), which 

involves facilitated discussions 

about the role food and 

agricultural resources play in 

communities.  This work has 

been happening across Oregon 

since 2008. The conversations 

started in FEAST events have 

connected rural school 

districts with local farmers, 

created new relationships with 

l o c a l  g ro we r s / f a rm er s , 

established new backyard 

gardens and farmer’s markets, 

a n d  g e n e r a t e d  n e w 

mechanisms for emergency 

food delivery. The FEAST is a 

full day experience. The 

morning begins with learning 

about current food efforts in 

the community. This involves 
short presentations from local 

experts within the food system, 

including folks working with 

growing, processing, distributing, 

consumption, food waste, and 

emergency food delivery. There is 

an opportunity for everyone to 

learn about community food 

systems and organizing, then for 

people to create a broad vision of 

what they would like to see 
change in their community to 

Polk County FEAST 
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Since 2009, the District has 

worked in collaboration with 

the Polk County Sportsman’s 

Club and other partners to 

improve fish passage around 

Mercer Dam. These partners 

include Hancock Forest 

M a n a g e m en t ,  R i c k r e a l l 

Watershed Council, City of 

Dallas, and Oregon Dept. of 

Fish & Wildlife. Constructed in 

1949, the dam is an impassable 

barrier that isolates 11 miles of 

spawning habitat in the Upper 

Rickreall Creek. Currently, 

returning coho salmon and 

cutthroat trout are collected 

below the dam and transported 

via truck to release sites in 

several streams above Aaron 

Mercer Reservoir. Without 

access to the stream reaches 

above the dam, spawning coho 

are restricted to approximately 

5 miles of moderate quality 

habitat below the dam in 

Applegate, Skid, and Canyon 

Creeks. 

Data collected each trapping 

season show an increase in total 

numbers of returning fish. Most 

adult coho spend 2-6 years in the 

ocean; however some sexually 

mature after a shorter time and 

return to their natal stream to 

spawn early. These early-

r e t u r n e r s  a r e  c a l l e d 

“ j a c k s ”  ( m a l e s )  a n d 

Coho numbers above Mercer Dam on the rise 
“jennies” (females, very rare). 

While the numbers of returning 

male and female coho have 

remained relatively proportional 

over the past four years, the 

population of returning jacks 

has increased dramatically. One 

explanation for the high number 

of returning jacks is that 

migrating smolts may be having 

trouble finding their way out of 

the reservoir. 

Lucas Hunt 

create a strong food system. A 

lunch is provided and then 

people work in groups to create 

a vision and initial organizing 

plan. Overall the day is focused 

on the community working 

together to create and initiate 

change and growth within their 

community’s food system. The 

Independence/Monmouth/Dallas 

communities will be hosting a 

FEAST event on Saturday, 

March 14th from 9-3pm at the 

Independence Event Center 

– the event is free and includes 

a meal featuring local foods. 

RSVP for this event by 

March 7th by contacting 

L e x i  S t i c k e l  a t 

astickel@marionpolkfoodsh
are.org or 503-581-3855 

x333. 

mailto:astickel@marionpolkfoodshare.org
mailto:astickel@marionpolkfoodshare.org
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Polk County Pasture and Soil Health 
In the last article about Soil Health, we talked mostly about cropland. Now let’s talk about pasture land. 

Healthy soil that is in pasture is very productive, has a lot of organic matter, good soil structure, slowly released nutrients, is resilient to 

pests, good water holding capacity, and is an excellent filter for rainfall as it passes through the soil and on down the watershed for fish in 

stream and for drinking water from groundwater. We live in a region that is one of the best in the world for grass production, so make the 

best of it! The 2 things we’ll discuss briefly here are 1) graze your grass no shorter than 3”, and 2) rest your pasture periodically to allow 

regrowth. 

3 inches minimum allows the grass to regrow quickly, grab all the sun’s energy and turn it into healthy forage. Grazing to less than 3” will 

remove too much leaf, which slows down photosynthesis, which slows regrowth, a downward spiral. Grazing to less than 3” will also harm 

next year’s growing points, which are already on the plant down low.   

How much rest time does a pasture need? As much as possible. In the short term you will need time to make more fence (permanent or 

temporary) and move livestock, but in the long term it pays. A rested pasture is productive and has healthy soil. Here are 3 examples:  

1 field grazed all the time gets no rest, weeds get the upper hand. Many pastures in Polk are like this. 

2 fields, livestock graze 1 field at a time, each field rests 50% of the time. 

4 fields, livestock graze 1 field at a time, each field rests 75% of the time. Professional grazers' pastures are like this. 

  

 

This is a very brief overview. For more information contact the Polk SWCD at 503-623-9680 x 5 AND look up the OSU Extension Service 

Polk County Livestock and Forage web page at http://extension.oregonstate.edu/polk/livestock-and-forage. 

 

Lastly, watch this video with 3 different grazers from across North America describing how and why they keep their soil healthy with their 

grazing management.    http://vimeo.com/80518559  

Graze with no rest 

 

Graze 50% rest 

 
Graze 75% rest 

  

  
75% rest 75% rest 

  

        

1 field grazed all the time. 
 2 fields, livestock graze 1 field at 

a time. 
 4 fields, livestock graze 1 

field at a time. 

   

Meet a Volunteer! 

Cooper Noack, a senior at 

Dallas High School, is using his 

independent study class this 

term to extend the learning he 

began in his environmental 

biology class last term. He loves 

to fly fish, and would like to 

make the outdoors more 

enjoyable for others who have as 

much passion for it as he does. 
“Over the last three or four 

years I have watched the fishing 

o n  l o c a l  r i v e r s  d r o p 

dramatically,” he says, “Where 

there used to be lots of fish 

there are very few left.” When 

he approached the SWCD in 

December, it seemed like a 

perfect job shadow opportunity 

for him. Cooper recently led 12 

other volunteers to help the SWCD 

install native plants along the section 

of Rickreall Creek Trail that runs 

from LaCreole Drive towards Fir 

Villa Road. Other projects he is 

helping plan include placing recycled 

Christmas trees in the Rickreall to 

improve cover for juvenile salmonids, 

and participating in steelhead 

spawning surveys. In September, 

Cooper plans to go on mission for 

two years with his church. When he 

returns he plans to study fisheries 

and wildlife before finding a career 

where he can further help the 

environment. As you can see, 

Cooper’s love for the environment 

drives his educational pursuits, career 

aspirations and hobbies. The District 

is thankful for all his eager help! 

Cooper Noack 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/polk/livestock-and-forage
http://vimeo.com/80518559


  

  

Luckiamute Watershed Council 

will be hosting an Ivy Pull on 

April 11th from 9am to 12 pm. 

Anyone who wants to volunteer 

for this event is more than 

welcome. They ask that 

volunteers meet them at 

Riverview Park in Independence 

Ash Creek Ivy Pull — Volunteers Needed 
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Karin Nembach 

Spotlight on the Slender-Billed Nuthatch 

Have you ever seen a Slender-Billed Nuthatch in the Valley? They aren’t an uncommon sight in the Oak Woodlands and Savanna across Polk 

County as their special status under the Oregon Conservation Strategy might suggest, but they are a declining species with an already very low 

population and limited habitat in Oregon. This nuthatch is considered a species of concern by the Oregon Conservation Strategy and a Sensitive 

Species in Washington, but has no special federal protection. 

 

The Slender-Billed Nuthatch (Sitta carolinenes aculeata) is a subspecies of the white-breasted nuthatch. You can easily 

identify these 5-6” long by 11” wide birds by their gray-blue back and white edged primary feathers and tail, white 

throat, face and breast, grey flanks and black nape and top of their head.  

 

This species is a priority for conservation groups and agencies in Oregon because they rely on oak habitat almost exclusively for both shelter and 

food. Historically, nuthatches would use ponderosa pine as well, but these types of trees are even more rare in the Willamette Valley today than 

oak, which is currently estimated to be as low as 7% from pre-European settlement in the Valley. Why are the nuthatch tied to Oaks and 

Ponderosa? The nuthatch is a bark-forager; it uses its bill to peck and probe into bark fissures and crevices for arthropods, mainly weevils and 

earwigs, for food. Furrowed bark species like oak have a greater diversity and abundance of those crevices than smooth bark trees. The larger 

the oak, the more cracks the bark has likely produced. Nuthatches will grip the sides of a tree with their feet, facing down toward the ground 

searching for their food, ‘hopping’ down tree trunks pausing to call out a nasal whine or low whistled note song. During the winter, nuthatches 

will make use of bird feeders, picking a seed or two and flying away quickly.  

 

Slender-billed nuthatch pairs will hold year-round territories between 25 and 100 acres in size, but usually only act defensively during breeding 

season which generally peaks in June, but can begin as early as April, and lasts until July producing 5-9 eggs per nest. Slender-billed nuthatch are 

classified as weak-excavators, They re-use tree cavities created by other species (e.g. woodpeckers) most often in oaks at least 26 inches in 

diameter and savanna mushroom canopy shape, rather than the narrow upright woodland shaped oaks. Nuthatches will utilize about 8 cavities 

per oak to store food and nest.  

 

If you have oaks on your property, remember the Polk SWCD is nearly ready to offer significant assistance through the new Regional 

Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) funded by the NRCS specifically to restore oak habitat types in Polk and Yamhill counties. Contact 

Marc Bell at the Polk SWCD today.  

 

Photo credit: John Briggs Photography, birdingmaine.com 

 

 

 

Whine link:  http://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/WHBRNU_10.whines_MOle_1.mp3 

Song link: http://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/WHBRNU_4.songnum4_CAkc_1.mp3 

Marc Bell 

to help them pull the invasive ivy at 

the confluence of Ash Creek and the 

Willamette River. For more details 

v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.luckiamutelwc.org or call 503-

837-0237. Karin Nembach 

http://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/WHBRNU_10.whines_MOle_1.mp3C:/Users/Sawyer.Finegan.POLKSWCD/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources
http://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/WHBRNU_4.songnum4_CAkc_1.mp3C:/Users/Sawyer.Finegan.POLKSWCD/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources
http://www.luckiamutelwc.org/


  

  

Polk SWCD is always looking 

for Associate Directors who 

can provide insight into areas 

of expertise that are not 

c o v e r e d  b y  cu r r en t 

Directors, or who have 

different career backgrounds 

or personal experiences. You 

can be a student, rural 

l a n d o w n e r ,  u r b a n 

homeowner, business owner, 

or just have an interest in the 

local environment.  

Polk SWCD is looking for assistance 

on future projects. We are looking 

for both volunteers as well as 

landowners who have venues for 

hosting events, such as workshops & 

meetings. There are no volunteer 

events currently scheduled, however 

there will be various opportunities 

coming in the next few months, 

especially during the summer when 

we will be visiting different fairs and 

festivals. 

An associate director may be 

appointed to a vacant position 

or elected to a position if they 

m e e t  t h e  s t a t u t o r y 

requirements for director 

eligibility, as defined on our 

website.  If you would like to 

become an Associate Director 

please contact:  

Karin Nembach 

503-623-9680 x 110  

or manager@polkswcd.com  

for more information and/or 

the required paperwork.  

Become an Associate Director 

New Directors Elected and Sworn In 
at January’s meeting.  Once the 

new or re-elected Directors were 

sworn in, two candidates for the 

vacant positions surfaced.  Kelly 

Gordon, Associate Director, was 

nominated by Frank Pender for 

Zone 5 and Jock Dalton, Emeritus 

Director, was also nominated by 

Pender for Zone 4.  Election of 

officers followed the swearing in.  

Officers are as follows: David 

Simmons Chair, Chad Woods -Vice 

Chair, Linda Marquardt-

Sutton –Treasurer, and 

Frank Pender-Secretary.   It’s 

been some years since the 

District has had a full board 

and it was great to see an 

associate and emeritus 

member stepping up to the 

plate to fill the vacancies.  

In February 2015, current 

Director Linda Marquardt-

Sutton stepped down from 

As of the board meeting on January 

14th 2015, all of the District’s seven 

positions were filled.  The election 

results from November 2014 

yielded David Simmons for Zone 2, 

David McKibben for Zone 3, and 

Frank Pender At-Large 2, but we 

still had two vacant seats and no 

results from the elections for 

Zones 4 and 5.  We did however 

have a number of emeritus and 

associate Directors in the audience 
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April 2015 

8 - PSWCD Board Meeting 

9 - LWC Board Meeting  

11 - LWC Ash Creek Ivy Pull 

11 - City of Salem Earth 411 Fair 

12-26 - Small Grant Enrollment 

16 - GGWC Board Meeting 

23 - RWC Board Meeting 

 

8, 15, 22, 29 - OSU Basic Forestry 

Course 

March 2014 

11 - PSWCD board meeting 

12 - LWC Board Meeting 

19 - GGWC Board Meeting 

26 - RWC Board Meeting 

26 - Benton County Storm     

Damage Tour 

May 2015 

6 - PSWCD Budget        

Committee Meeting 

9 - OSU Basic Forestry 

Course Field Tour 

13 - PSWCD Board Meeting 

14 - LWC Board Meeting 

20 - PSWCD Budget       

Committee Meeting 

21 - GGWC Board Meeting 

28 - RWC Board Meeting 

Upcoming Events 
For more information on these events 
please contact Polk SWCD or the 

appropriate agency/council. 
 
Acronyms: 

PSWCD — Polk Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
   

GGWC — Glen-Gibson Watershed 
Council 
 
LWC — Luckiamute Watershed 

Council (503) 837-0237 
 
RWC — Rickreall Watershed 

Council 
 
GYWC — Greater Yamhill 

Watershed Council  
 
OWEB — Oregon Watershed 

Enhancement Board 
 
NOWC — Network of Oregon 

Watershed Councils 
 
SGE — Small Grant Enrollment 

her Zone 1 (Yamhill Basin) 

position due to the fact that she 

is moving out of the country.  

The Polk SWCD is currently 

soliciting possible appointees 

for this position.  If you or 

anyone you know is 

interested in filling this 

vacant seat, please contact 

Dav id  S immons  a t :  

David.Simmons@polkswcd.

com. 

Polk SWCD is looking for Assistance 

If you want to put your name on 

our volunteer or venue list, please 

contact: 

Sawyer Finegan 

Outreach Coordinator 

 Polk SWCD 

503-623-9680 x113 or 

sawyer.finegan@polkswcd.com 

http://www.polkswcd.org/about-polk-swcd/board-of-directors/directors/director-eligibility-2/
http://www.polkswcd.org/about-polk-swcd/board-of-directors/directors/director-eligibility-2/
mailto:manager@polkswcd.com


  

  

NRCS 

 
Phone: 503-623-5534 Fax: 1-855-651-8930 

580 Main St. Suite A, Dallas, OR 97338 

 
Tom Finegan — District Conservationist 

 tom.finegan@or.usda.gov Ext. 109 
 

Sue Reams — Soil Conservationist 
 sue.reams@or.usda.gov Ext. 114 
 

Billy Burr — Accounting Specialist 

 billy.burr@wa.usda.gov Ext. 112 

Polk SWCD Board of  Directors 

Marion-Polk County FSA 

 
Phone: 503-399-5741 Fax: 1-877-885-8382  

650 Hawthorne Ave. SE, St 130,       

Salem, OR, 97301 

 
Janelle Huserik— County Executive Director 

       janelle.huserik@or.usda.gov Ext. 114 
 

Debbie Pothetes — Program Technician 
       debbie.pothetes@or.usda.gov Ext. 111 

 

Beverly Schmidt — Program Technician 

       beverly.schmidt@or.usda.gov Ext. 100 
 
Scott Nieman — Farm Loan Manager 

      Scott.nieman@or.usda.gov Ext. 113 
 

Stuart Butsch — Farm Loan Officer 
       Stuart.butsch@or.usda.gov Ext. 115 
 

Lora Surmeyer — Farm Loan Program Tech. 

       Lora.surmeyer@or.usda.gov Ext. 116 

Polk SWCD 

 
Phone: 503-623-9680 x 5 

580 Main St. Suite A, Dallas, OR 97338 

 
Karin Nembach— District Manager 

manager@polkswcd.com      Ext. 110 
 

Marc Bell—Resource Conservationist 
marc.bell@polkswcd.com     Ext. 103 
 

Liz Graham—Resource Conservationist 

liz.graham@polkswcd.com    Ext. 107 
 

Lucas Hunt — Stewardship Forester 
lucas.hunt@polkswcd.com  Ext. 104 
 

Sawyer Finegan—Outreach Coordinator  
sawyer.finegan@polkswcd.com Ext. 113 
 

Tom Wilson — District Clerk 

clerk@polkswcd.com Ext. 108 
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Contact Us 

Polk SWCD is an Oregon Special District administered by seven  locally elected 
directors who serve without pay for four year terms. Five directors represent 

landowners from each of the 5 geographic zones outlined in the map of the 
county to the right, and two at large directors represent the entire district. 
Directors meet monthly to administer the business of the Polk SWCD. The 

Directors donate hundreds of hours on behalf of the residents of Polk County 
and its natural resources. 

Vacant  

Zone 1 

 

David Simmons  

 Zone 2 / Chair 

david.simmons@polkswcd.com 

 

Chad Woods  

At-Large / Vice Chair 

chad.woods@polkswcd.com 

 

Frank Pender  

At-Large / Secretary 

frank.pender@polkswcd.com 

 

David McKibben  

Zone 3  

polkswcd.zone3director@gmail.com 

 

Jock Dalton  

Zone 4 

polkswcd.zone4director@gmail.com 

 

Kelly Gordon  

Zone 5 

kgordonski@hotmail.com 

 

Directors Emeriti 

Tom Thomson 
Jim Clawson 
Brian Sparks 

Terry Lamers 
Lois Loop 
 

Associate Directors 
Rachel Walker 
Judy Beebe 

Directors (left to right): Simmons, Marquardt-Sutton (retired), Gordon, Pender, 

McKibben (seated), Dalton, and Woods. 

mailto:tom.finegan@or.usda.gov
mailto:sue.reams@or.usda.gov
mailto:billy.burr@wa.usda.gov
mailto:janelle.huserik@or.usda.gov
mailto:debbie.pothetes@or.usda.gov
mailto:beverly.schmidt@or.usda.gov
mailto:Scott.nieman@or.usda.gov
mailto:Stuart.butsch@or.usda.gov
mailto:Lora.surmeyer@or.usda.gov
mailto:manager@polkswcd.com
mailto:marc.bell@polkswcd.com
mailto:liz.graham@polkswcd.com
mailto:lucas.hunt@polkswcd.com
mailto:sawyer.finegan@polkswcd.com
mailto:clerk@polkswcd.com
mailto:david.simmons@polkswcd.com
mailto:chad.woods@polkswcd.com
mailto:frank.pender@polkswcd.com


  

  

Polk SWCD 

Phone: 503-623-9680  

Ext. 5 

580 Main St. Suite A, 

Dallas, OR 97338 

W E  ARE  ON  THE  WEB !  

WWW .POLKSWCD .ORG  
Claudia Chinook assisting with youth education. Come see her at Earth 411 on April 11th! 

Polk Soil & Water Conservation District 

580 Main St. Suite A 

Dallas, OR  97338 

Polk SWCD is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

«First Name» «Last Name» 

«Address» 

«City», «St» «Zip» 

The Polk SWCD is a local public source of information and education on natural resources.  We provide a number of services to help with 

responsible land stewardship such as: 

 Technical Assistance - Plant ID assistance, soil and water information, invasive species controls, improvements and protection of wild-

life habitat and water quality, manure management, and conservation practices. 

 Land Management - Assistance in developing forestry, range, farm, wildlife, wetland, and small acreage management plans.  

 Funding Opportunities - Grants, programs, and coordinated efforts with other agencies are available to assist with habitat restoration 

and  other natural resource related projects. Cost share programs to provide assistance with irrigation system improvements, forest 

stand improvement, small farm assistance, and manure management are also available. 

http://www.polkswcd.org

