
Polk SWCD Options for Salt Creek flooding: 

1. Create a drainage district or a water improvement district.  

 Drainage District: 50% ownership of acreage in any contiguous body of overflowed lands that 

contributes to the overflowed conditions can create a district.  Reclaims land for ag purposes or 

when conducive to public health and welfare.  Purpose is for flood protection by way of a flood 

control project, drainage work, or irrigation work.(Can apply for state funding and grants) 

Water Improvement District - Purpose is for maintaining drainage, irrigation, flood and surface 

water control to prevent damage and destruction of life and property by floods.  Need 1000 

acres of land, creates a water system where water is used for another use: domestic, industrial, 

municipal. (Pro’s -can apply for state funding and grants. Con- can charge a tax, but not 

required, fines for landowners in the district who aren’t following the rules of the district.) 

2. Landowners can petition the county commissioners to drain lands or improve drainage.  

Commissioners would then appoint an engineer to make a survey of contemplated work 

surrounding flooding concerns.  Can ask commissioners to have drifts or drifting material 

removed.  Commissioners can create a special fund for future emergencies or future water 

conservation or flood control. 

3. Farmer’s Conservation Alliance – Irrigation Modernization Program.  Example from Wallowa 
county. Formed an Irrigation District from a group of associated ditches (Associated Ditch 
Company).  Check out “Irrigation Modernization” from Farmers Conservation Alliance on Vimeo.  

The video is available for your viewing pleasure at https://vimeo.com/153040932  

Collaborative Member Options for Landowners??? 

NRCS – Public Law 566 (active now) 

The Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program (PL566) helps units of federal, state, 
local and tribal of government (project sponsors) protect and restore watersheds up to 250,000 acres. 

This program provides for cooperation between the Federal government and the states and their 

political subdivisions to work together to prevent erosion; floodwater and sediment damage; to further 
the conservation development, use and disposal of water; and to further the conservation and proper 
use of land in authorized watersheds. 

There are 2,100 active or completed watershed projects in the 50 states, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico and the Pacific Basin. Dams are included in 1,271 of those projects.  

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offers financial and technical assistance 
through this program for the following purposes: 

 Erosion and sediment control 

 Watershed protection 

 Flood prevention 

 Water quality Improvements 

 Rural, municipal and industrial water supply 

 Water management 

 Fish and wildlife habitat enhancement 

https://vimeo.com/153040932


 Hydropower sources 


