
HEALTHY FARMS, FORESTS, FOOD,
AND FAMILIES IN POLK COUNTY

FALL AGRITOUTISM ABOUNDS IN 
POLK COUNTY | PG. 6



1827 S. Main • Dallas

CCB# 113253

1827 S. Main • Dallas

503-623-2341
www.homecomfortinc.com

working towards 
a Better Tomorrow!

Keeping Your Crops Comfortable
Energy efficient heating & cooling

with precision temperature control

We have systems for your home or business too! 



1827 S. Main • Dallas

CCB# 113253

1827 S. Main • Dallas

503-623-2341
www.homecomfortinc.com

working towards 
a Better Tomorrow!

Keeping Your Crops Comfortable
Energy efficient heating & cooling

with precision temperature control

We have systems for your home or business too! 



4 | Cult ivat ing  | Fa l l  2 0 2 1

Who We Are
POLK SOIL AND WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Nearly 3,000 Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCD) across the United States are 
helping local people conserve land, water, 
forest, wildlife, and related natural resources. 
SWCDs are charged with directing programs 
to protect local renewable natural resources.

Polk SWCD was formed in April 1966, and pro-
motes erosion control, reduction of invasive 
species, improvements to farms and forests, 
control of animal waste, as well as improving 
wildlife habitat and water quality/quantity 
issues in Polk County. The Polk SWCD is 
administered by 7 locally elected volunteer 
directors representing 5 zones and 2 at-large 
positions within the county. The Polk SWCD 
is a source of information and education on 
natural resources.

Office Location & Hours
580 Main Street, Suite A

Dallas OR 97338 | 503.623.9680

www.polkswcd.com

Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm

Staff Contact Information
Marc Bell | Senior Resource Conservationist
marc.bell@polkswcd.com | Ext. 103

Jackson Morgan | Farm Specialist
jackson.morgan@polkswcd.com | Ext. 107

Karin Stutzman | District Manager
manager@polkswcd.com | Ext. 110

Hayley White | Agriculture Outreach Coordinator
971.612.0027

Polk SWCD is an equal opportunity provider and em-
ployer and prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, or marital or family status. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communi-
cation of program information should contact the district 
office at 503.623.9680.

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits dis-
crimination in all its programs, services, activities, and 
materials on the basis of race, color, national origin, reli-
gion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), 
sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, famil-
ial/parental status, income derived from a public assis-
tance program, political beliefs, genetic information, vet-
eran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Who We Are

The Polk County Office of the Oregon State 
University Extension Service provides re-
search-based educational information and 
programs in Agriculture, Forestry, 4-H/Youth 
and Family and Community Development for 
the citizens of Polk County.

OSU Extension’s mission is to convey re-
search-based knowledge in a way that is 
useful for people to improve their lives, their 
homes, and their communities.

Office Location & Hours
289 E Ellendale, Suite 301

Dallas OR 97338 | 503.623.8395

extension.oregonstate.edu/polk

Due to COVID-19, OSU Extension is operating 
under modified office hours. Please call the 

office to hear our current office hours.

Staff Contact Information
Nicole Anderson | Field Crops
503.434.8912

Alisha Atha | Office Manager & County Leader
971.612.0022

Brooke Edmunds | Community Horticulture
971.612.0026

Susan Busler | 4-H Youth Development
971.612.0028

Audrey Comerford | Agritourism
503.689.8241

Jenifer Cruickshank | Dairy
971.600.1222

Carla Cudmore | Front Office & 4-H Support
971.612.0024

Emily Lampe | 4-H Youth Development
971.612.0029

Mitch Lies | Cultivating Editor
mitchlies@comcast.net

Chrissy Lucas | Well Water Program
541.766.3556

Richard Riggs | Regional Director
503.269.6389

Christopher Scadden | SNAP Ed
971.612.0030

Rachel Villwock | Front office & Comm. Horticulture Support
971.612.0023

Hayley White | Agriculture Outreach Coordinator
971.612.0027
Brad Withrow-Robinson | Forestry & Natural Resources
541.766.3554

Calendar of Events
Learn more about OSU Extension events and 

register by going to extension.oregonstate.

edu/county/polk/events

September
25 – BioBlitz at the Inspiration Garden 10am – 12pm, 

https://beav.es/3tF

30 –Drying Fruits and Veggies Zoom training – register 

online

30 – For the Love of Hummingbirds – hosted by Marion 

Master Gardeners, register online

October
11 – Polk SWCD – closed for Indigenous People’s Day

t.b.d– Polk SWCD – Small Grant Availability – contact J. 

Morgan

T.B.D– Pol k SWCD – Annual Meeting Dinner (late OCT) 

T.B.D – Polk SWCD – Polk County Livestock Farm tour 

November
11 – Polk SWCD – Closed for Veteran’s Day.

9 – Small Grant Availability- contact J. Morgan

4,5,6 – Polk SWCD – Native Plant Sale

10– Polk SWCD – Board Meeting 6 p.m.

25 –Polk SWCD – closed for Thanksgiving

December
11 – Polk SWCD – Small Grant Availability- contact J. 

Morgan.

24,31– closed for Christmas and New Years

We Look Forward to  
Seeing you This year!
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WW  
ant an inside look 
at wine grape har-
vest? Interested in 
picnicking while 
your children rum-
mage for pumpkins 

in a grove of oak trees? What about sipping 
hard cider while listening to music in a quaint 
country setting?

All these opportunities and more await those 
who wish to get out this fall and enjoy Polk 
County’s agritourism.

“Polk County and the Willamette Valley in 
general has a large diversity of different agri-
tourism and on-farm direct market opportuni-
ties for visitors and locals alike,” said Audrey 
Comerford, Oregon State University Extension 
agritourism coordinator for Polk, Marion and 
Yamhill counites. “And fall is a great time to get 
out and enjoy the farms.”

The county is home to several world-class 
wineries that operate tasting rooms including 
Benedetto Vineyards, Van Duzer, Namaste, Left 
Coast Cellars, Johan Vineyards, Airlie Winery, 
Emerson and Illahe Vineyards, which offers a 
tour of harvest.

And for those who like hard cider, Polk 
County has you covered. And fall is an oppor-
tune time to take in Salt Creek Cider House, 
located just outside of Dallas.

To owners Carter and Lindy Rickert, the 
grounds of their cider house are more than a 
tasting room complemented by an outdoor seat-
ing area that plays host to live music and other 
events. It’s an opportunity to get back to a sim-
pler life, if only for an afternoon or evening.

“We are offering a place for people to come 
and gather outside and kind of get back to their 
roots of farm life and enjoy orchard-fresh hard 
cider,” Lindy said.

That rustic theme plays out throughout the 
venue that was once a livestock operation and 
before that a homestead. The venue’s tasting 
room and production facility is a converted cat-
tle barn that contains the barn’s original trusses 
and beams with a tasting counter and window 
trims made from old corral wood. And heritage 
apple varieties that are perfect for making hard 
cider grow in an orchard situated just above the 
outdoor seating area.

“Growing up here, I think this place is a little 
bit magical,” Carter said. “I’m real partial to it, 

and it’s neat to be able to share that with other 
people.”

Carter and Lindy Rickert took circuitous paths 
to get back to their roots and to do what Lindy 
described as “living our dream.”

The journey back to their roots started in 
2013 when the couple purchased the 20-acre 
farm from Carter’s family. Previously, Carter 
had flown Chinook helicopters in Iraq and 
Afghanistan for the U.S. military and Lindy had 
a corporate career in marketing.

After the purchase, the couple, both Dallas 
natives, were looking for a value-added agricul-
tural business that would allow them to work on 
the farm.

“All of this area has a bounty of apples and 
pears and we did some research and discovered 
that hard cider was making a comeback,” Lindy 
said. “We did more research, took a few OSU 
Extension classes and discovered that this is 
really something we wanted to get into.”

Their plan took a giant leap forward after the 
Great American Solar Eclipse of 2017 when the 
Rickerts discovered that people liked their cider 
and they made enough money from opening 
their land to people from around the world to 

Fall agritoutism  
Abounds in   
Polk County

By Mitch Lies  
Cultivating Editor
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launch their business plan.
“The eclipse was a good opportunity to get 

some seed money and see how people enjoyed 
the farm and enjoyed our cider,” Carter said.

“I was so nervous doing my first public 
tasting,” Carter added. “I thought it was a 
good product, but I had never had anybody 
but friends and family taste it. But it was well 
received and people enjoyed the property.”

Today the Salt Creek Cider House is a popular 
destination for locals and people from outside 
the area, with their musical events regularly 

drawing between 50 and 100 people and their 
tasting room drawing customers from across the 
world.

“At first, we were surprised by how many peo-
ple from different countries stopped in to visit, 
even during COVID,” Lindy said. “We put up a 
map and now almost every country has been 
represented.”

“We’ve been really grateful for our follow-
ing,” Carter said. “We have received a lot of 
support from travelers and the local community, 
especially through COVID when we had to close. 

People went out of their way to come here and 
buy to-go ciders. It was pretty neat to see how 
the community reacted.”

At 14500 Salt Creek Road, Dallas, Salt Creek 
Cider House is open Monday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. They host live music 
events on Saturdays during the summer, usually 
with a food truck on site. And the Cider House 
is holding its second anniversary celebration 
and fall festival on Sept. 25. Visit them at www.
saltcreekciderhouse.com or call 503-831-8006 for 
more information.

Photo by Mitch Lies
Lyndy and Carter Rickert in thier Salt Creek Cider House orchard are celebrating their second anniversary with a fall festival on Sept. 25th
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By Audrey Comerford, 
OSU Extension  

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, a national 
team of Extension agents launched a producer 
survey to try and gleam basic numbers cen-
tered around agritourism and on-farm direct 
sales operations. This national survey was 
part of a USDA National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture-funded grant and included a multi-
state research and extension team. The goal 
behind this survey, launch in November 2019 
and closed in February 2020, was to obtain 
some basic producer numbers surrounding the 
large and loosely defined category of “agri-
tourism.” The state of Oregon had the second 
largest survey response rate, with almost 200 
farmers and ranchers responding.  

Agritourism and on-farm direct marketing 
can be a great way for farms and ranches to 
sell their products, develop an additional rev-
enue stream, interact and educate the public 
on farming, and employ additional family 
members. While it is not the right fit for every 
operation, farmers and ranches in Oregon have 
reported success in the area. Success for each 
operation may look different, ranging from 
financial to farm succession. While some of 
the findings have been pulled from the report 
below, for an in-depth insight please see the 
full report at https://beav.es/3FE.  

The report, Increasing Farm Viability 
Through Agritourism and On-Farm Direct 
Sales: An Oregon Producer Survey, details the 
findings of the survey. 69% of the respondents 
have been in the agritourism business for over 
5 years. 54% of the responding farms/ranches 

were under 50 acres in size. Because our state 
is so diverse when it comes to different types 
of crops, the list of products produced by these 
farms and ranches was large. It ranged from 
fruit and vegetables, Christmas trees, nursery 
stock, tree nut farming, livestock, grains, and 
many others. Some of the value-added products 
these respondents said they produce include 
wine/beer/cider, jams and other canned goods, 
baked goods, cheese and dairy products, ani-
mal fiber and fiber products, cut-and-wrapped 
meats, processed meat products, and many oth-
ers. It is no surprise after seeing all those prod-
ucts listed that the largest percentage of farms/
ranches that responded to the survey have 
on-farm direct sales as part of their operation’s 
business plan (over 70%). Other categories of 
agritourism activities include education, enter-
tainment, outdoor recreation, off-farm direct 
sales, and accommodations and lodging.  

The survey report also showed the median 
number of visitors to the farms/ranches each 
year was 875. 25% of these visitors traveled 
50 miles or more. The report states: “Visitors 
who travel 50 miles or more to an agritourism 
destination are more likely to spend money on 
lodging and restaurants, driving more economic 
value to a community,” (page 15). It is shown 
these farms and ranches can be economic 
drivers in their local communities. On the sub-
ject of revenue, the survey reveals that of the 
respondents who answered 22.9% reported a 
gross revenue of $25,000-$99,999 from just their 
agritourism portion of the business. Full break-
down of profit and revenue can be found in the 
report. It is worth noting again that these num-
bers outlined in the report are pre COVID-19 

pandemic numbers.  
Another interesting section of the report is 

goals and motivations for agritourism. Reasons 
reported for incorporating on-farm direct 
marketing into their business plan included 
increase farm/ranch revenue, build goodwill in 
community, educate public about agriculture, 
diversify farm/ranch market channels, and pro-
vide family employment.  

Other categories of information included 
plans for the future and challenges facing 
agritourism with direct sales. Both categories 
are very interesting to Extension professionals 
because they show were gaps in resources or 
trainings may be. Moving forward, the OSU 
Extension Agricultural Tourism working group 
will take those items into consideration when 
planning future programing.  

A big thank you goes out to all the farms and 
ranches who participated as well as other part-
ners who helped disseminate the survey.  

The link to the full Oregon survey report can 
be found at https://beav.es/3FE 

Other OSU Extension Agricultural Tourism 
resources can be found at https://beav.es/3Fz 

About the author: Audrey Comerford is the 
Agritourism Coordinator for Marion, Polk and 
Yamhill counties.
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Survey results shed light on 
agritourism in Oregon 

Photo by Audrey Comerford
Vegetables displayed for sale at a local farmstand.
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W ildfire is an accelerating 
problem across Oregon with 
many potential impacts. 
One impact – smoke – can 

have many detrimental effects on commu-
nities, including our physical and mental 
health, damaging our forest and agricultural 
industries, and slowing local economies.

Harmful smoke from wildfire happens some-
where in Oregon every year, and in years like 
last year, spares no part of the state.

The 2020 wildfire season showed us how 
important it is for Oregonians to protect them-
selves from smoke and how there is an opportu-
nity to build smoke readiness across our state. 
During 2020’s unprecedented smoke event, peo-
ple scrambled to find information about how 
to protect themselves, their families or their 
employees from the smoke. They had questions 
like: “What types of masks are adequate?” 
“How do I keep air in my home clean?” “Is my 
furnace air filter adequate?” Or, they wanted to 
know if food from their garden would be safe 
to eat, and how to clean it. It is important that 
Oregonians have access to reliable information 
in clear and understandable language.  

Last year taught us many lessons, including 
that we need to be better prepared to protect 
ourselves from smoke.

We need to recognize that smoke is part 
of life here in the Pacific Northwest. Oregon 

communities need to be both fire and smoke 
ready.

But what does a smoke ready community 
look like? How do we get there?

Those are questions that OSU Forestry & 
Natural Resources Extension is asking in its 
new “Smoke Ready Communities” group proj-
ect, which aims to help improve communities’ 
readiness and resilience to the impacts of 
smoke, with the goal of reducing the health and 
economic impacts of smoke. 

To do so we will 
be working on 
several steps:

• Better understand the 
health risks and impacts of 

smoke exposure;

• Identify effective 
methods to reduce risks and 
impacts of smoke exposure;

• Learn about the 
information and 

communication needs and 
preferences of communities 

throughout Oregon;

• Effectively communicate 
about the risks, and about 

actions that can be taken to 
reduce harm.

The Extension project is now tackling the 
first three items, and convening a team of part-
ners. We are working with researchers from 
OSU & UO, as well as state agencies like the 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
and Oregon Health Authority among others, to 
identify the best science-based information on 
the effects of smoke, the effectiveness of inter-
ventions, as well as how to get the information 
to the people and organizations who need it. As 
we move forward, the partnership will expand 
to include local government and community 
organizations and shift towards providing out-
reach and educational resources to share that 
information for the biggest impact possible. 

 So what does a smoke ready community 
looks like? We know it involves many things, 
including the capacity to monitor air quality, 
to communicate with citizens and businesses 
about risks and how to address them and, to 
provide help in preparing at the individual and 
community level.  

Communities around the state differ greatly 
in their vulnerability to smoke issues (because 
of their location, demographics, and econo-
mies) and also in their capacity to respond. 
Each community’s responses will be unique, 
even while sharing many things in common. 

For an example of what a smoke ready com-
munity effort looks like (in progress), take a 
look at what the city of Ashland is doing

Becoming smoke ready
By Brad Withrow-Robinson
OSU extension service

Photo by Alisha Atha 
A smoke filled sky outside of Dallas on Sept.  8, 2020.
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Take action  

Reduce cost on 
   posts & labor by 15-20%

•   Fixed Knot Field Fencing
•   Penta & ACZA Treated 
     Fir Posts
•   Domestic T-Posts
•   Deer and Livestock Gates
•   No-Climb Horse Fencing
•   Barbed Wire
•   Gripple
•   Galvanized Nails/Staples
•   Smooth Wire

(503) 838-0356  |  Lindevineyardsupply.com
13005 S. Pacifi c Hwy. W. Monmouth, OR 97361

(Hwy 99 and Suver Road Intersection)

HERE ARE THREE THINGS 
YOU CAN DO TO PREPARE 

FOR SMOKE SEASON:
1. Visit Ashland’s smokewise page and look 

at “how to create healthy indoor air.” Now is 
the time to get ready and buy any filters or air 
purifiers you need for your home. 

2. Visit and bookmark the Oregon Smoke 
Blog site (in English y Español), an important 
source of information from Oregon wildfire 
smoke preparedness team.

3. Visit the Oregon Health Authority wild-
fires page to learn more (in many languages) 
about the health effects of wildfire smoke and 
steps to protect yourself and your loved ones.

Watch the TreeTopics blog space for more 
information about and from the Smoke Ready 
Communities project as the project progresses. 
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/treetopics/.

About the author: Brad Withrow-
Robinson is the OSU Forestry & 
Natural Resources Extension agent 
for Benton, Linn and Polk counties. Photo by Alisha Atha 

A smoke filled sky outside of Dallas on Sept.  8, 2020.
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By Mitch Lies
Cultivating Editor

A statewide fire program 
launched last year by Oregon State 
University Extension is providing 
Polk County residents access to two 

regional fire specialists.
Amanda Rau, who started last October, comes to 

the program from The Nature Conservancy, where 
she worked for the past five years as the conservan-
cy’s Fire Manager in both Oregon and Washington. 
Prior to that she worked in wildfire management 
for the U.S. Forest Service and co-founded the 
Oregon Prescribed Fire Council, which she cur-
rently chairs.

“She has robust experience in fire-adapted eco-
system restoration and conservation; prescribed 
fire and fuels treatment planning and implementa-
tion; and training, outreach, communications and 
engagement,” according to an Extension report 

announcing her appointment.
Rau’s service area, includes the 

Willamette Valley and North Cascades. She is 
based in Lane County.

Aaron Groth, the other regional fire specialist 
serving Polk County, started in January. Groth also 
is serving as an Assistant Professor of Practice for 
the Coast Fire Service Area.

Groth joins OSU Extension from the University 
of Texas at Austin’s Department of Geography and 
the Environment, where he is working on his Ph.D. 
in geography, focused on landscape ecology and 
management, forest conservation, biogeography 
and integrated watershed studies.

Groth is a former Peace Corps volunteer, where 
he worked in the area of agroforestry and refor-
estation in the Andes Mountains of Peru during 
2006-2008. He then continued working for the 
Peace Corps in a professional capacity as environ-
mental management volunteer coordinator and as 
a community conservation specialist for the Upper 
Amazon Conservancy, also in Peru.

Groth is 
based in Astoria.

Groth and Rau are 
part of six regional fire specialists 
the newly created statewide Fire Program now 
has on board. The regional fire specialist work to 
develop partnerships within their designated ser-
vice areas with the aim of mitigating catastrophic 
wildfire risk by, among other methods, creating 
fire-resilient landscapes, according to Carrie Berger, 
the program manager.

“The Fire Program team are the facilitators of 
that effort,” Berger said, “but key to our success 
will be our partners. We will work with our existing 
partners, like the Oregon Department of Forestry, 
and create new partnerships with rural and city fire 
departments. This is an all-hands-on-deck effort.”

For more information on the statewide fire 
program or to reach the regional fire specialists 
serving Polk County, contact Groth at 503-325-8573 
or Rau at 541-968-5851.

Extension 
Fire 
Specialists 
Serving 
Polk County

Photo by Yesica Quispe
Aaron Groth is one of two regional fire 

specialists serving Polk County.

Photo courtesy of Amanda Rau
Amanda Rau, one of two regional 
fire specialists serving Polk County
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OSU Extension Welcomes New 
Community Horticulturist

By Brooke Edmunds 
OSU Extension Service 

Brooke Edmunds is a native Oregonian 
(born in Roseburg) who grew up 
in both Vancouver, Wash., and Des 
Plaines, Ill. Even though she lived in 

bigger cities, while growing up, Brooke en-
joyed windowsill gardening, family camping 
trips, and exploring urban forest preserves. 

Brooke went on to get a bachelor’s degree 
in Plant Health and Protection from Iowa State 
University. This multi-disciplinary degree 
exposed her to agronomy, weed science, soil 
science, horticulture, entomology and plant 
pathology. She interned with Extension and fell 
in love with diagnosing plant problems through 
a student job at the campus plant clinic. She 
stayed on at ISU to get a master’s degree in 
Plant Pathology studying a new landscape dis-
ease of hostas. Brooke went on to get her PhD 
in Plant Pathology from North Carolina State 
University studying postharvest diseases of 
sweetpotato. She enjoyed North Carolina BBQ 
and helping growers and producers problem 
solve but not the humidity!

After graduation, Brooke worked for Colorado 
State University Extension as a greenhouse 
and nursery specialist for the Front Range. 
Then she had the opportunity to move back to 
the PNW to work for the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture as a plant pathologist (seed 
and plant certification program). When an 
opportunity with OSU Extension opened up, 
she jumped on it. Brooke has been with OSU 
Extension since 2014 as a horticulture faculty 
member working with the OSU Extension 
Master Gardener program and commu-
nity horticulture education (in Benton 
and Linn counties previously). 

 Brooke lives in Salem and 
is already enjoying the much 
shorter commute since joining 
Polk County Extension. She loves 
learning about the flora of Oregon, 
agate hunting at the coast, and 
hiking with her husband and two 
children. Brooke transferred to Polk 
County in early July and has been busy 
answering gardening questions, solving 
plant problem mysteries, and getting to 
know the amazing Master Gardener volunteers. 

If you have questions about the Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program please contact 
Brooke at brooke.edmunds@oregonstate.edu 
or call the OSU Extension Polk County office at 
503-623-8395. 

Welcome Brooke!

Call to schedule a delivery U-haulers welcome. Call for directions

We Accept:

25 YEARS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
We carry garden compost, Raised bed 

garden mixes and compost blended lawn 
mixes. We offer several sizes of round rock 
for drain rock needs, lawn decor, and the 

dry river bed look mix. In addition we carry 
crushed rock for your driveway needs.

Landscape Maintenance | Window Cleaning | Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Washing | House Washing | Clean-Ups | Moss Treatments

971.718.9355 | 3PINESPROPERTYSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

Building Supplies 
– Roof, Siding, Trim, Ventilation, 
Lumber and Plywood, Kitchen & 

Bath, Concrete and Mortar,
 Insulation, Plastic 
and Vinyl Sheeting

Plumbing 
– Pipe � ttings, 
Showerheads, 

Sinks & Lavatories, 
 Toilets, PVC, 
and Pumps.

Power & 
Hand tools 

– Milwaukee, 
DeWalt,

 black & decker 
and more.

Windows & Doors
 –  Interior, exterior and
screen doors, windows, 

skylights, trim and hardware.

Lawn & Garden –Landscaping, 
Mulch, Soil, Soil Conditioners,

 Veggie starters, Baskets, 32 count 
� ats,

 Landscape Shrubs & Trees, 
Fountains, and Bird Baths.

 

A local 
source for all 

your Home 
Improvement needs!

Monday - Friday: 7:00 - 5:30 • Saturday: 8:00 - 5:00

1650 SE Uglow Avenue
 Dallas, OR 97338

503-623-2327

Paint & 
Accessories 

– Caulk and Sealants, 
Cleaners, Thinners, 

Solvents, Paint, Stains,
 Ladders, Sca� olding, 
Sealers, Sandpaper & 
Abrasives, Strippers, 

Removers, 
 Tapes & Dispensers 

Delivery– Building site 
delivery services small and

 large – call for rates.

Photo courtesy of Brooke Edmunds
Brooke Edmunds is the new Community Horticulturist for Polk County Extension.
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Managing Tansy Ragwort
Know your options and the best timing for controlling this toxic weed

By Hayley White
OSU Extension & Polk SWCD 

Y
ellow is a bright and cheery color, 
but for farmers and land managers 
in the valley it can bring a sense 
of doom. Tansy ragwort is a weed 

with green ruffled leaves and clusters of small, 
bright yellow flowers. It is toxic and difficult to 
eradicate once established. This is in part due 
to its deep root and prolific seed production 
with up to 200,000 seeds per plant. It is gen-
erally a biennial plant that grows in cool, wet, 
cloudy areas and can quickly invade disturbed 
sites like pastures, rangeland, riparian areas, 
logging areas, and construction sites.

Introduced to the Western U.S. in the 1920s, 
tansy became an issue with its peak in the 1970s. 
Because of its toxicity, it had a devastating effect 
on cattle and horses. Researchers at Oregon 
State University conducted extensive feeding 

trials, determining that the alkaloids in the plant 
are a “cumulative toxin” resulting in liver dam-
age over time. The highest concentration of alka-
loids are in the flowers, however all parts of the 
plant are considered toxic. It only takes around 
4% - 8% of body weight in horses and cows to 
be fatal. For example, a 1200-pound cow would 
need to consume 48 pounds of the green plant 
for a lethal dose. This can occur with one single 
feeding or over a period of months or years.

In the early 1970’s the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture launched a biological control pro-
gram to reduce tansy ragwort infestations. The 
biological control included three insects – the 
cinnabar moth, flea beetle, and seed head fly. 
These insects feed primarily on tansy ragwort 
and can do significant damage to the plant when 
populations are high. The insects follow a boom-
and-bust cycle with the plant and may take a few 
years to build up their population to do enough 
damage to an effected area. If management 

conditions are favorable for the insects, the tansy 
ragwort infestation can be reduced significantly. 
However, this approach might require isolating 
the infested area to allow the biological control 
to be undisturbed and may not be applicable for 
every situation.

Due to the success of the biological controls, 
especially the tansy ragwort flea beetle, tansy 
maintained a low profile until 2005. A winter 
drought was followed by a warm wet spring, 
which created the conditions for resurgence of 
the noxious weed. Because tansy populations 
were low, so were the biocontrol agent popula-
tions that depend on the weed. The occurrence 
of long, wet and cool spring seasons also favors 
the tansy and hinders the biocontrols. This 
boom-and-bust cycle is a natural cycle, and it 
takes several years for the insects to build up 
and re-control the weed. Tansy ragwort has 
now made a big comeback in parts of the west-
ern Oregon, especially in the foothills where 

Photo by Devi O’Carroll
Tansy ragwort flea beetles feeding on the leaves of the plant.
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livestock grazing is prevalent. It remains to be 
seen if the biocontrols are able to make a come-
back as well.

Overgrazing and poor pasture management 
are contributing factors to tansy ragwort poison-
ing. If you do not have a healthy grass stand and 
you place hungry cows or horses on a pasture 
without proper nutrition, they can resort to 
eating tansy ragwort. One of the worst things 
livestock owners can do is to pull or mow tansy 
and leave it to wilt and dry in the pasture. Once 
dried the plant loses its qualities that warn the 
animal of its toxicity, it becomes more palatable 
and increases the likelihood of consumption. If 
you are going to pull, mow, or spray the plant, 
bag it up and take it to a landfill. Any methods 
you choose to target tansy ragwort should be 
paired with a strategic plan to improve your pas-
ture and soil health. By seeding, fertilizing, and 
minimizing disturbance, tansy ragwort will have 
less room and resources to compete.

In the months of July and August, tansy is 
in full bloom and has grown to maturity. This 
is when the plant is the most obvious and 
unavoidable to farmers, but it is the hardest 
time to manage it. If you spray or mow the 
plant while in full bloom, you are more likely 
to disperse the seeds and can encourage more 
growth. The best time to control tansy ragwort 
is in the fall or spring when there is new growth 

and seedlings are in the rosette stage.
If you prefer to use chemical agents against 

the weed, experts recommend applying an 
herbicide in the fall or during spring before the 
plant bolts. You can mow and bag the dead 
plant material, and after rains bring new seed-
lings or the green up of the rosettes, apply herbi-
cide. An economical option would be an herbi-
cide with 2, 4-D + dicamba that is labeled for use 
on tansy ragwort. Always follow the directions 
and restrictions on the label as herbicides 
can have different recommended timing and 
application rates. This herbicide information is 
only a brief and general summary, it is best to 
consult a local professional for a personalized 
recommendation. 

For those who wish to manage the plant with-
out chemicals, your options include pulling the 
plant by hand, using biological control insects, 
and improving your pasture. Another option 
for those who have access to sheep can include 
targeted grazing. Sheep are generally immune 
to the toxins in tansy ragwort if they graze in 
the spring and early summer. Placing the sheep 
in the affected area while the plants are smaller 
and in the rosette stage can aid in your control 
efforts, however this is not recommended when 
the plant is mature.

No matter which options you prefer, be pre-
pared to be in it for the long haul. Especially for 

severe infestations, it can take several years 
to get tansy under control. It is always best 
to combine multiple control methods with 
best management practices for your pasture 
and affected areas. The Polk Soil and Water 
Conservation District and OSU Polk County 
Extension Service are here to help you in your 
efforts to manage tansy ragwort and improve 
your pasture.

For more information visit
• Polk SWCD Technical Assistance - 

https://www.polkswcd.com
• OSU Extension Weed Resources 

- https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
pests-weeds-diseases

• Oregon Department of Agriculture, 
Noxious Weed Control - http://oregon.gov/
ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/

• Pacific Northwest Weed Management 
Handbook - https://pnwhandbooks.org/
weed

• Recorded Webinar on biocontrol for 
tansy ragwort and targeted grazing for 
weed management - https://media.oregon-
state.edu/media/t/1_97vl96kc

• Tansy Ragwort Fact Sheet - 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
pests-weeds-diseases/weeds/tansy-ragwort

Photo by Lynn Ketchum
Cinnabar moth caterpillars feeding on tansy ragwort.

Photo by Lynn Ketchum
Tansy ragwort growing on an Oregon roadside.
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A continuing review of assistance 
programming and grant opportunities

By Marc Bell
Senior Resource Conservationist, Polk 
SWCD

In the Summer edition of Cultivating, we 
talked about Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (ODFW) programs for land-
owners with riparian properties and, prior 

to that, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
Board (OWEB) grant options. Please check 
back with prior issues of Cultivating if you 
need a refresher of the assistance programs 
from those organizations. For now we will 
be focusing on a different kind of financial 
assistance programs offered by the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). Un-
like other agencies and non-profits that focus 
solely on wildlife or other non-production 
agricultural lands, the NRCS programs focus 
both on working lands while also having wild-
life habitat focused offerings.  NRCS is a part 
of the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) but each state organizes their branch 
and tailors programming needs to best fit their 
ecosystems and farming needs. 

The NRCS has a great number of program 

types to consider, for now we will highlight 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) and Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP). NRCS also offers Conservation 
Innovation Grants (CIG), Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) and Agricultural Land 
Easements (ALE) and more which will be dis-
cussed in a later issue. 

The EQIP based programs are the most com-
monly used assistance platform from NRCS 
because of how widely the program’s goals 
can be tailored for different areas. NRCS states, 
“EQIP offers financial and technical assistance 
for structural and management conservation 
practices on working agricultural lands. NRCS 
Oregon uses a strategic approach to conserva-
tion to administer its general EQIP dollars. By 
using a strategic approach, NRCS works with 
local communities, partners and landowners to 
determine county-level resource concerns and 
priorities, and focuses its EQIP investments in 
those areas. These priorities are addressed in 
a local Conservation Implementation Strategy 
(CIS).” You can use the ‘Interactive Map of 
Current Funding for Fiscal Year 2021’ on NRCS 
Oregon’s main page (https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

wps/portal/nrcs/main/or/programs/) to see what 
programs are offered where throughout Oregon. 
Program objectives and eligible geographic areas 
can change yearly to better meet each county’s 
resource concerns. Currently in Polk county EQIP 
programs are focused on enhancing forest diver-
sity, reducing field sediment and nutrient loads 
in animal feeding operations, and orchard soil 
erosion concerns. RCPP is a relatively new pro-
gram offered by NRCS, initially it was a version 
of EQIP but quickly grew into its own indepen-
dent program but is functions very similarly. In 
Polk County, RCPP focuses on Oak woodlands 
and savanna restoration, helping landowners 
preserve legacy oaks from fir and control inva-
sive weeds in the under story to create better oak 
habitat. 

Both EQIP and RCPP are incentive payment 
programs. Land managers enrolled in these 
programs help NRCS technical staff craft a plan 
of action complete with details on steps, meth-
ods, and timelines for their project. Each action 
prescribed has an attached payment rate that 
is distributed once staff confirms the work has 
been completed to specifications.  Land manag-
ers are free to complete any work they feel they 

Photo courtesy of Natural Resource Conservation Service
The process from getting assistance from the Natural Resource Conservation Service. 
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can accomplish themselves or hire contractors 
to complete tasks, allowing flexibility for land-
owners capable of performing work in-house 
where possible and hiring out jobs they may 
not be willing or able to accomplish themselves.  

The enrollment process looks very similar for 
both EQIP and RCPP; those interested should 
contact their local NRCS office and discuss 
your land concerns. An application can be 
filled out after an initial site visit to see what 
the conditions are on the ground. Applications 
are collected; both the project’s land and client 
will need to pass eligibility checks, followed by 
ranking all eligible applications and finally, if 
selected, development of a plan specifically for 
your land and goals before implementation can 
begin. The process can take some time but cli-
ents can choose to opt out of the process at any 
point until a contract is signed. 

More on NRCS and USDA offerings in the 
next Cultivating issue, for now, if you are inter-
ested in learning more about local Polk county 
NRCS offerings please contact the NRCS field 
office in Dallas at 503-837-3695 and speak with 
District Conservationist Evelyn Conrad or Soil 
Conservationist Sue Reams. 

Photo by Marc Bell
A typical Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) oak restoration, which focuses on oak woodlands and 

savanna restoration, helping landowners preserve legacy oaks from fir and control invasive weeds in the under story to 
create better oak habitat. 
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By Yuridia Reyes
OSU Extension Service

As a Sophomore at Oregon State Uni-
versity, I learned about OSU Exten-
sion’s Open Campus and Juntos pro-
gram. Juntos (meaning “together” in 

Spanish) works to unite community partners 
to provide culturally-relevant program-
ming for sixth- through 12th-graders 
and their parents. 

Juntos programming is designed 
to empower families with knowl-
edge, skills, and resources to 
promote high school completion 
and encourage families to work 
together to gain access to col-
lege. The goals of Open Campus 
are to provide college access, 
degree completion support, and 
community engagement through 
workshop series delivery cur-
riculum, monthly family nights, 
college visits, college-oriented pro-
gramming, mentoring, advising, and 
clubs for student engagement. 

From the beginning, I instantly fell in 
love with the program’s mission to empower 
Latinx families around education and college 
access. I had never heard of a program that was 
centered around family engagement with a prior-
ity of including parents and students in the con-
versation of higher education. I saw myself and 
my family reflected in the values of the program. 
I remember wishing that a program like Juntos 
existed while I was in high school and we could 
have learned about college as a family. 

During my time with Juntos, I began shar-
ing my personal journey and experience as a 
Mexican-American and first-generation college 
student from a farm-working background in 
Woodburn during the family sessions. Every 

week, I would meet parents like my own, who 
had every intention to support their children 
in pursuing post-secondary education, but did 
not know where to begin. I met students who 
dreamed about college, but felt like it was not 
meant for them. This sparked 

my interest in out-
reach, and supporting first-generation students 
and their families in navigating the complexities 
of higher education. 

I graduated Oregon State University in 2019 
with my Bachelors in Science with in Public 
Health, Human Development & Family Sciences 
and a minor in Spanish. While working on my 
master’s degree, I continued my work with 
Juntos through a graduate teaching assistant-
ship and engaged in curriculum development, 

program evaluation, community engagement 
and continued to co-facilitate and coordinate the 
program in Linn and Benton counties. In June, I 
graduated with a Masters of Education in College 
Student Service Administration with a special-
ization in Transition and Habituation Support 
Services for Underrepresented Students. I’ve had 
many favorite moments in my role with Juntos, 

but the most heart-warming is showcasing 
to students and their parents that higher 

education is meant for them, and pos-
sible. From reading award letters, 

to working through financial aid 
requirements, or just simply 

chatting about what’s next 
this is a rewarding program 
to be leading. The process 
alongside the student and 
their family is what makes it 
fun and fuels my motivation 
to advocate for students 
and their parents in higher 

education.  
I’m excited to join OSU 

Extension as the Open Campus/
Juntos Program Coordinator for 

Marion and Polk Counties. My 
biggest focus will be to establish 

the Juntos program in Marion and Polk 
by engaging in collaboration, outreach, 

and programing with schools and community 
partners. I will be based at the Chemeketa 
Community Center in Woodburn where I can 
easily meet with students and offer one-on-one 
support and collaborate with community part-
ners. My goal is to begin offering Juntos sessions 
this Fall through a mixture of in-person and 
virtual sessions. I’m excited to bring my acquired 
knowledge in higher education to work with 
the families in Marion and Polk to make their 
dreams of pursuing higher education a reality.   

Juntos program comes 
to Polk County

Dry or Low Performing Well? OWRD Wants to Know!

Photo courtesy of Yurida Reyes
Yuridia Reyes with Oregon State University mascot 
Benny the Beaver.
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By Jackson Morgan 
Farm Specialist, Polk SWCD 

It goes without saying, we are experienc-
ing one of the driest summers on record. 
Between the scorching temperatures we 
experienced in August, and the general 

lack of rain in the previous spring, have com-
bined to create incredible pressures on all as-
pects of our natural world. Complete crops of 
berries were scorched, heat related die back 
in trees is ever present just about anywhere 
you look, and a large portion of the drinking 
water reservoirs in the state, and the western 
portion of the country, are at some of the 
lowest levels we’ve ever seen. These dramatic 
environmental conditions we’re facing have 
only highlighted the increased pressure faced 
by our water resources, and the people and 
industries that rely on them.  

The water that is used across the state for 
irrigation may come from either surface water 
e.g. pumping water (according to the holder’s 
water right) from a perennial body of water 
like the Willamette River, or can come from 
pumping groundwater from one of the many 
aquifers that exists subsurface. Domestic use 
wells however, are often only fed through these 
subsurface aquifers. Aquifer geology is highly 
complex and interesting, but can be broken 
down simply with the few following statements 
and analogies. If the rate of infiltration to the 
aquifer (a factor influenced by soil health, 
geology, chemistry, etc.) is less than what is 
being drawn of that particular aquifer, it is in a 
net-loss scenario, in that water is being pumped 
out of it quicker than it can be replaced. If the 
rate at which water is pumped out stays the 
same, or increases, it will take exponentially 
longer for the aquifer to recharge appropriately, 
ultimately reducing the amount of water avail-
able for whatever wells it may be servicing.  As 
sophomoric as it is, think of your own personal 

well as one 
big proverbial 
straw in a punch bowl 
that is shared between all your 
neighbors, farmers, etc. with demand 
increasing, and thus the rate of draw down 
decreasing, there are some aquifers that may 
never properly recharge as they have in the 
past.  

With this in mind, the Oregon Water 
Resources Department is asking for landowners 
whose wells have gone dry or are producing 
significantly lower than normal to report them 
using the following website (www.oregon.
gov/owrd/drywell). Reported changes help to 
highlight changes in aquifers across the state, 
and how the drought we are experiencing is 
impacting these resources. As we have touched 
on above, particularly in a drought, increased 
groundwater pumping from either domestic or 
industrial sources, and reduced recharge rates 
are going to be the primary factors that may or 
may not be affecting the flow out of your well.  

While in a state of drought, and most every-
where in the western United States is to some 
degree, it is important to be mindful of the 
amount of water you are using, what you are 
using it for e.g. drinking water vs. watering your 
lawn, what alternatives for water capture and 
use exist such as grey water irrigation and rain-
water harvest, and furthermore, to think about 
what steps, at every level (personal, local gov-
ernment, statewide) we could be taking to pro-
tect our drinking water and prevent scenarios 
like we had several years ago in Salem with the 
algae bloom in the Detroit reservoir. For well 
specific or water right related questions, contact 
the Oregon Water Resources Department, and 
for questions regarding more conservative water 
use, or alternative methods, feel free to reach 
out to me, and I’ll do my best to help!  

Dry or Low Performing Well? OWRD Wants to Know!
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USDA INSPECTED GROUND BEEF! 90-95% EXTRA LEAN. $6/POUND. FROZEN, VACUUM SEALED. WE ARE OPEN 
WEEKDAYS FROM 7AM TO NOON! OUR BEEF IS THE MOST SUSTAINABLE, NUTRITIOUS, AND BEST TASTING OUT 
THERE!... AND...IT’S LOCAL! HOW CAN WE CLAIM ALL THESE TITLES, YOU ASK? WELL, LET US BREAK IT DOWN 

• SUSTAINABLE. Rickreall Meat Co.’s ground beef is the most sustainable and environmentally friendly way to consume 
beef because it’s produced from dairy cows that are at the end of their career.

• NUTRITIOUS. You might be thinking that since the cows are older, maybe the meat isn’t as good for you. Nope! The oppo-
site is true. Our beef is healthier than grocery store factory beef because we feed our cows only THE BEST foods to pro-
duce milk. (The best for cows of course… their diet is actually almost 50% bi-products of human consumption products… 
another way we help give back to the environment! WHAT?!) Our cows are also never treated with growth hormones! 
All-natural baby!

• BEST TASTING. And we’re not just saying that. Because dairy cows are by nature lean and tougher, we don’t waste our 
time trying to get steaks and roasts from them… instead, we add all that good meat into the ground beef to add to the 
natural fl avor and texture… no more rubbery Costco Patties!

• LOCAL. Rickreall Meat Co. is owned and operated by Rickreall Dairy, LLC. and we mean it when we say it’s a family opera-
tion. After all, we came up with this idea around the dinner table!

8845 RICKREALL RD. RICKREALL, OR 97371. WWW.RICKREALLMEATCOMPANY.COM. 

Get up to speed with free Rural Living Basics webinar
Living with your well and septic system 

                       By Alli Studnick
OSU Extension

Did you know there are possible toxins 
in your well water that you can not see, 
taste, or smell? Nitrate, coliform bacte-
ria, and arsenic can cause a number of 

health issues when not treated. We encourage 
well owners to get their water tested once a 
year for these 3 specific contaminants.  

Municipal water is regulated by the EPA so con-
sumers can be quite confident that the quality of 
the water coming from their tap is sufficient. 

However, well water does not face such 
stringent regulations and contamination testing 
often only occurs when the well is first installed 
or in some locations when property ownership 
changes. 

Therefore, it is very important that well water 
users understand when and how to monitor their 
water quality and the associated benefits of doing 
so. 

Rural Living Basics is a FREE presenta-
tion designed for rural residents to learn 
the basics about groundwater used for 
their drinking water and septic systems. 
Learning steps to protect the health of 
your family, neighbors and animals, your 
property investment, and the safety of 
groundwater resources. 

The class will be held as a webinar 
on November 10th 2021 from 6 to 8:30 
PM. Pre-registration is required since it 
will be held via Zoom. Email Allison.stud-
nick@oregonstate.edu or call 541-713-5009 to 
pre-register.  

A water quality educator will be available 
November 10th to answer questions about 
well water and septic tank issues. For addi-
tional information on well water and septic 
systems, free Rural Living Basics classes, and 
how to get your water tested for free, visit 
the OSU Extension Service website https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/polk or for more 
information call 541-713-5009.

Photos by Chrissy Lucas
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CREP Grants Available to Protect Water Quality
By Mitch Lies
Cultivating Editor

The Polk Soil and Water Conservation 
District is encouraging agricultural 
producers to take advantage of funding 

opportunities to protect agricultural water 
quality.

“Especially with the heat index rising, you 
might have more runoff because it is raining 
harder in the winter and our summers are 
hotter,” said Karin Stutzman, manager of the 
district. “So, why not get an incentive pay-
ment to protect ag water quality.”

The district recently secured a second 
two-year grant to support the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program. Landowners 
that produce a crop or livestock are eligible, 
and should apply through the USDA Farm 
Service Agency.

Stutzman said the application process is 
not particularly difficult, given that farmers 
typically keep records the program requires. 
“I would say that if you farm, you already 
have those records,” Stutzman said.

Mike Atherton, a Fall City sheep farmer 
who has secured two Conservation Reserve 

Enhancement Program grants, including one 
just seven months ago, characterized the 
application process as “very user friendly.”

“It is probably the most user-friendly of 
any of the government programs I’ve dealt 
with,” Atherton said.

Atherton applied to use program dollars 
to plant trees along stretches of the Little 
Luckiamute River for erosion control and to 
help shade the river, which can help prevent 
algal bloom and enhance fish habitat.

“The trees can prevent erosion, keep the 
water cool, and they enable fish, barring 
other problems, to use the river as spawning 
ground,” Atherton said. “We are just trying to 
do our part to keep things in balance.”

Atherton added that the ground he placed 
into the program is not farmable, given its 
propensity to flood in winter months.

“If you tried to work that ground, you’d 
lose it,” he said. “It would go downstream.”

Stutzman added that marginally produc-
tive farmland is the target of the program.

The amount of incentive payments avail-
able to growers depends on the soil-type 
being taken out of production and other 
factors, Stutzman said. Contract lengths are 
10 or 15 years. Incentive payments are made 

annually.
In Atherton’s case, the incentive payments 

for his first grant were significant in helping 
him pay the taxes on the ground, particularly 
given that the sheep industry was “down in 
the dumps” at the time, he said.

“That way, I knew that for 15 years, no mat-
ter what happened, through that program, I 
would be able to pay part of the taxes for that 
land,” he said. “It is guaranteed income.”

Landowners can meet the terms of the 
program by either installing grass filter strips 
between production lands and surface water; 
leaving wetlands unaltered to allow them to 
filter nutrients and chemicals from soils; or 
by installing forest riparian buffers along sur-
face water, such as streams, creeks or rivers.

“It is a good program,” Atherton said. He 
added that he hasn’t had to do any of the 
work, that the Luckiamute Watershed Council 
is clearing the land and planting the trees 
and cover crops.

“All I had to do was apply for the grant and 
donate the ground,” he said.

Twenty-three Farm Service Agency offices 
are located in Oregon, including one in Salem 
at 650 Hawthorne Ave. S.E., Suite 130. Their 
phone is 503-623-2396.
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Falls City sheep farmer Mike Atherton on his farm abutting the Little Luckiamute River points to dozens of fir trees he planted with help 

from a conservation grant 25 years ago.
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