
 
Meeting Notes #7   

Salt Creek Collaborative 

Steering Committee 

Dallas, Oregon 

February 22, 2019 

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Polk Soil and Water Conservation District Office 

 

Meeting began at 9:10 a.m.  Introductions were made.   

In attendance:  Karen Porter- guest; Brenda Sanchez ODA Ag Water Quality Specialist; Derek Godwin – OSU 

Extension Watershed Management; Jackson Morgan – SWCD Farm Specialist; Evelyn Conrad- NRCS District 

Conservationist; Karin Stutzman- SWCD District Manager; Margaret Matter – ODA Water Resources Specialist; 

Luke Westphal – GYWC Coordinator 

The objective of the meeting was to review last meeting notes, review landowner meeting outcomes from Sept 

2018, and to request suggestions from the Collaborative we can present to the landowners as possible solutions 

to explore.   

The group reviewed the findings from the Oregon Consensus Report from interviews with 6 stakeholders which 

summarized that drainage structures need maintenance but there are a variety of barriers to doing so, 

regulatory or piecemeal attempts by individuals.  All wanted to meet as a group to discuss with agencies at the 

table.  Next steps for the collaborative were to provide guidance in the form of co-learning/joint education by 

all, and trust building; and to develop a process design and work plan. 

Next the land owner meeting notes were reviewed and summarized.  The group verbalized what concerns they 

thought stood out the most and Karin listed them on the white board.  Most outstanding concerns were: 

flooding is much worse over the last 12-15 years, older infrastructure-old deep set tiling systems, roads, and 

culverts;  how to deal with ditch maintenance, was dredged and filled back in, need to understand the 

differences in what regulating agencies want-they all seem to have different requirements, some don’t want 

the watershed to go back to a wetland, want to see functioning cropland, loss of production because fields 

are waterlogged.   

The group then went on to discuss potential options to present to the stakeholders.  There were a variety of 

options presented by everyone.  Polk SWCD District Manager listed them on the whiteboard. 

1.  Create a drainage, irrigation, or flood control district 

2. Create a watershed council  

3. Look to county commissioners to address immediate needs – culvert replacement, drift removal, 

improve county infrastructure, replace bridges, deal with hydrologic issues 

4. Create mitigation banks to address floodplain water quality issues- provide wetland function.  This is a 

lease or reserve program with 30-year terms or permanent easements.  Tualatin has a good example- 

take certain lands out of production – DSL handles- have to have a funding mechanism like a land trust 

or here in Polk County on Farmer’s road – managed collectively on Crowley Creek. 

5.  OSU – looking for a real Ag study- experimental watershed- study the hydrology. 

6. Can create a local District coordinator to be the point person who assists landowners through the 

permitting process. 

7. Look at what is already available for stakeholders in existing programs at SWCD, WC, or NRCS programs, 

etc. 

8. Create an NRCS Conservation Innovation Strategy. 

9. Implement Public Law 566 – available now and designed to protect and restore watersheds. 

10. Oregon Water Resources Department Feasibility Study – hydrology in Salt Creek 



 
 

The group discussed looking at the whole watershed, and starting at the headwaters for storage 

solutions, what it might mean to remove the splash dams, people don’t want to lose their water rights, 

etc. 

 

Next steps would be to have the District organize this information and plan a series of educational 

events for stakeholders to present different options and see how the stakeholders would like to proceed. 

 

11:30 a.m.  Adjourn  

 

 

 

 

 

 


