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Who We Are
POLK SOIL AND WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Nearly 3,000 Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCD) across the United States 
are helping local people conserve land, 
water, forest, wildlife, and related natural 
resources. SWCDs are charged with directing 
programs to protect local renewable natural 
resources.

Polk SWCD was formed in April 1966, 
and promotes erosion control, reduction of 
invasive species, improvements to farms and 
forests, control of animal waste, as well as 
improving wildlife habitat and water quality/
quantity issues in Polk County. The Polk 
SWCD is administered by 7 locally elected 
volunteer directors representing 5 zones and 
2 at-large positions within the county. The 
Polk SWCD is a source of information and 
education on natural resources.

Office Location & Hours
580 Main Street, Suite A

Dallas OR 97338 | 503.623.9680

www.polkswcd.com

Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm

Staff Contact Information
Marc Bell | Senior Resource Conservationist
marc.bell@polkswcd.com | Ext. 103

Morgan Neil | Outreach Coordinator
morgan.neil@polkswcd.com | Ext. 101

Kevin Porter | District Manager
manager@polkswcd.com | Ext. 110

Polk SWCD is an equal opportunity provider and em-
ployer and prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, or marital or family status. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communi-
cation of program information should contact the district 
office at 503.623.9680.

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits dis-
crimination in all its programs, services, activities, and 
materials on the basis of race, color, national origin, reli-
gion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), 
sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, famil-
ial/parental status, income derived from a public assis-
tance program, political beliefs, genetic information, vet-
eran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Who We Are

The Polk County Office of the Oregon State 
University Extension Service provides re-
search-based educational information and 
programs in Agriculture, Forestry, 4-H/Youth 
and Family and Community Development for 
the citizens of Polk County.

OSU Extension’s mission is to convey re-
search-based knowledge in a way that is 
useful for people to improve their lives, their 
homes, and their communities.

Office Location & Hours
289 E Ellendale, Suite 301

Dallas OR 97338 | 503.623.8395

extension.oregonstate.edu/polk

Mon-Wed 9am-12pm, 1pm-5pm
Thurs 9am– 12pm 

Friday Closed or by appointment

Staff Contact Information
Nicole Anderson | Field Crops

503.434.8912

Alisha HUTCHISON | Office Manager & County Leader

971.612.0022

Brooke Edmunds | Community Horticulture
971.612.0026

Audrey Comerford | Agritourism

503.689.8241

Jenifer Cruickshank | Dairy

971.600.1222

Mitch Lies | Cultivating Editor

mitchlies@comcast.net

Chrissy Lucas | Well Water Program

541.766.3556

Richard Riggs | Regional Director

503.269.6389

Rachel Villwock | Front office & Comm. Horticulture Support

971.612.0023

Hayley White | Agriculture Outreach Coordinator

971.612.0027

Calendar of Events
*Go to extension.oregonstate.edu/events to 
see and register for OSU Extension events.

December
6-9 – OSU Extension Closed for employee training

14– Sips ‘n’ Science: Living with Fire in the Luckiamute – 

6:30pm-8pm, The Sippery in Monmouth. Registration 

Required

14 – Polk SWCD Board Meeting & Annual Meeting – 6pm

21 – Conservation Spotlight Podcast, KMUZ, 8am &6pm

26 – Polk SWCD office closed in observance of Christmas

26-30 – OSU Extension Closed for Christmas holiday

January
2 – Polk SWCD & OSU Extension offices closed in 

observance of New Year’s Day

1 1– Polk SWCD Board Meeting – 6pm

14 –  See & Houseplant Swap – 11am-1pm, Inspiration Garden 

at Mt. Fir Park, Independence

16– Polk SWCD & OSU Extension offices closed in 

observance of Martin Luther King Day

18– Conservation Spotlight Podcast, KMUZ, 8am & 6pm

27 – Polk County Local Work Group Meeting, 9-11am, 

Chemeketa Eola Viticulture Center

February
3-4 – Polk SWCD Native Plant Sale

8 – Polk SWCD Board Meeting – 6pm

15 – Conservation Spotlight Podcast, KMUZ, 8am & 6pm

20– Polk SWCD office closed in observance of President’s 

Day

To learn more about the 

history of wildfires and steps 

to take to protect your  

community, family, home and 

property, register now for Sips 

‘n’ Science – Living with Fire in 

the Lukiamute on Wednesday, 

December 14, 6:30pm – 8pm at 

the Sippery in Monmouth.

WIldfires
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By Mitch Lies
Cultivating Editor

Despite logistical challenges 
in getting trees to market, a 
withering drought that has 
taken its toll on new plant-

ings and record high input costs, Bob 
Schaefer, general manager of Noble 
Mountain Tree Farm just west of Salem, 
believes the real Christmas tree industry 
is in a good place.
“We are finding that consumers really 
like real Christmas trees,” Schaefer said. 
“And surveys done by the Real Christmas 
Tree Board show that consumers recog-
nize that we are in an inflationary period 
and that they are going to have to pay 
more for a tree, and they are fine with 
that.”

That wasn’t always the case. For years, 
the Christmas tree industry annually 
lost market share to artificial trees. The 
turnaround, Schaefer believes, has to do 
with Millennials.

“The younger generations are buy-
ing their first home, and they want to 
establish their own traditions, and that 

really kind of took hold during COVID, 
because they were forced to stay home. 
So, demand for trees really increased,” 
Schaefer said.

“They love the look and smell of a real 
tree, and the younger generations are all 
about the environment, and real Christ-
mas trees are recognized as being good 
for the environment versus the artificial 
tree,” Schaefer said. “So that is a big 
thing for them.” (See the Nature Conser-
vancy’s discussion of real vs. artificial 
tree at https://www.nature.org/en-us/
what-we-do/our-priorities/protect-water-
and-land/land-and-water-stories/real-vs-
fake-christmas-tree/)

Even the marketing strategy of the real 
Christmas tree industry has changed, go-
ing from traditional ads placed in main-
stream media to social media campaigns 
targeting young adults, Schaefer said.

Still, obstacles facing Christmas tree 
growers are considerable, Schaefer said, 
starting with hot, dry weather conditions 
that have killed thousands of seedlings 
the last two years, and culminating in the 
logistical challenges of shipping trees via 
a trucking industry that is short on chas-

sis for rail shipments and short on over-
the-road drivers for long-haul orders.

And high input costs for labor, fertilizer 
and fuel have dramatically increased 
what it costs to get a tree ready for 
market. Labor costs, in particular, have 
skyrocketed over the last decade.

At Noble Mountain Tree Farm, one of the 
larger Christmas-tree farms in Oregon, 
Schaefer has dramatically increased pay 
for the farm’s 55 full-time staff, which 
care for trees throughout the eight to 
ten years of their growth cycle, and the 
seasonal staff, when Noble Mountain’s 
crew swells to around 280. Fortunately, 
he said, getting workers hasn’t been an 
issue.

“For harvest season, we are pretty much 
the only game in town,” Schaefer said. 
“After grapes, we are the next big source 
of work for the farm worker community.”

During harvest, which typically lasts 
from the first week in November through 
the first week in December, workers will 
cut and load half-a-million trees onto 
trucks for shipment out of state.

Helicopters are used to move tree bundles 

Photos by Mitch Lies | OSU ExtensionBob Schaefer walks among five-year-old Noble fir trees on Noble Mountain Tree 
Farm. The straw visible in the picture is used for erosion control.

Christmas 
tree industry 
‘in a good 
place’
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Workers plant Douglas fir trees on Noble Mountain Tree Farm just west of Salem.

from the expansive plantation onto shut-
tle trucks that move the trees to a loading 
yard, where they will be shook to remove 
loose needles, bundled and loaded onto 
trucks.

Noble Mountain moves the vast majority 
of its trees out of state, often to California, 
where buyers will pay higher prices than 
in-state operations, according to Schae-
fer. Many of the trees go to big box stores, 
like The Home Depot, Lowes and Costco.

Almost all the trees are shipped via 
trucks, he said, given that access to rail 
was cut off the previous two years and 
rail rates have skyrocketed this year.

“Our major markets are Los Angeles and 
San Diego, and there was a shortage of 
chassis serving those markets during 
2020 and 2021, and so to keep us from 
exacerbating the port situation, they just 
said we aren’t shipping Christmas trees. 
This year, they said they will ship Christ-
mas trees, but their rates are through the 
roof,” Schaefer said.

“Still, we plan to do some rail, just to 
see how it works, but it’s pretty much 
over-the-road trucks that we are using,” 
Schaefer said. “And the volume of trucks 

at certain times is just not sufficient for 
our needs, and it becomes a bidder’s 
market.

“We used to quote delivered, but now we 
are requiring more and more of our cus-
tomers to arrange their own trucking,” he 
said.

In addition to the Southern California 
markets, Noble Mountain ships to foreign 
markets like Mexico, which is by far the 
biggest export market for Oregon-grown 
Christmas trees, and to Pacific Rim coun-
tries.

“We are shipping trees to Hong Kong and 
different places, but it’s generally just a 
few containers,” Schaefer said.

In all, Oregon growers will sell about 3.5 
million trees this year, by far the most of 
any state. And, Schaefer said, the quality 
this year is outstanding.

“This year, because or the rain we got 
in the spring, the color is drop-dead 
gorgeous. Everybody’s trees this year 
look really good. I drive all over the valley 
looking at competitors’ trees, and that 
rain we got in April and May created a lot 
of diamonds,” he said.

“I would say this year is going to be a 
good year for Christmas tree growers in 
Oregon, because we aren’t overproduc-
ing, and we’ve been taking pretty good 
price increases the last two or three 
years,” Shaefer said.

“We are trying to level that out. We want 
our product to be affordable to consum-
ers,” he said. “But I think you are going 
to be spending more for a Christmas tree 
this year.”

As a barometer of consumer attitudes, the 
Christmas tree industry uses fireworks, 
another seasonal product, to get an idea 
of how their sales will go in the fall. And 
those sales went well, Schaefer said.

“I know of one region where their 
fireworks sales were down about 20 
percent,” Schaefer said. “But two other 
regions were up close to 30 percent, plus 
they raised their prices 30 percent. They 
raised their prices from $150 for a family 
pack to $200, and they sold out to the 
bare wall.

“And I would expect probably the same 
scenario for Christmas trees,” he said.
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WINTERIZING 
YOUR WATER 
WELL SYSTEM 

By Chrissy Lucas
OSU Extension Groundwater  
Quality Education

Winter is coming and you 
should be prepared for 
it to hit hard around the 
Willamette Valley. Freezing 

temperatures lasted for over a week a few 
years ago, and many calls came into our 
offices with questions about how to un-
freeze pipes, deal with broken pipes, and 
safety of drinking water. If you haven’t 
already it’s time to winterize you water 
well system to prevent frozen pumps, 
pipes, and stop potential damage to your 
water system.  

FROZEN PUMPS AND PIPES 
A frozen water pump causes more than 
the inconvenience of losing water for 
a while; it can also mean burst pipes, 
cracked water pumps and flooding once 
the frozen pipes warm up again. 

The root cause of this problem is when 
air surrounding a water pipe drops 
below freezing, any heat in the water 
will transfer to the air and cause the 
water to freeze. The smaller pipes 
always freeze first because of the larger 
relative surface area. Therefore, the 
¼ inch lines to the pressure switches, 
which turn the pump on and off, will 
be the first to freeze. A frozen pressure 
switch will not start the pump. A 
small heat source, like a heat lamp 
or heater directed at the pressure 
switch will remedy this. Just remember 
that heat sources should be used 
prudently as overheated materials can 
ignite and start a fire. Always follow 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

STRUCTURAL PROTECTION
Pumps that are above ground usually 
have a small well house built over them 
to protect the pump from the elements. 
A well-built pump house, whether built 
of wood, blocks or metal should have 

insulation in the walls, the door and 
the ceiling. Seal any cracks or other 
openings. If your pump house has 
windows – add a layer of plastic inside 
and out. Bubble wrap can also be used 
as a layer of protection, lightly spray the 
window with water, place bubble wrap 
with the bubble side to the glass and it 
will stick until you remove it. Bubble 
wrap can be used with the additional 
plastic covers.  

It is important to have some heat in 
the pump house such as a thermostat 
controlled baseboard heater, heat lamp, 
or other heat source. The temperature 
doesn’t need to be super warm, but 
enough to hold between 35 and 42 
degrees at the minimum. Make sure all 
openings and doors are closed properly, 
keeping the heat in and the wind, 
which wicks the heat away, out. If your 
pressure tank is located in your 

INSULATION FOR A WELL HOUSE 
PUMP AND PIPES

Insulation of any type will help to slow 
the transfer of heat in the water to the 
surrounding air but spending a little 
extra for thick fiberglass or foam rubber 
sleeves specifically designed for this 
purpose is worth the cost. Covering 
your pipes with foam insulating sleeves 
will prevent freezing for a number of 
hours even in a power failure. Heat 
tapes are also available to wrap around 
pipes and use on the very coldest of 
nights to keep the pipes from freezing 
up.

TIPS FOR INSIDE FAUCETS
Letting a faucet drip during extreme 
cold weather can prevent a pipe from 
bursting. It’s not that a small flow of 
water prevents freezing; this helps, but 
water can freeze even with a slow flow. 
Opening the faucet reduces pressure 
that builds between the faucet and an 
ice blockage. If there isn’t excessive 
water pressure, the chances of the 
pipe breaking is reduced even if it 
completely freezes. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF https://www.1tomplumber.com/
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Yes, a dripping faucet wastes some 
water, so only pipes vulnerable to 
freezing (ones that run through an 
unheated or unprotected space) should 
be left with the water flowing. The drip 
can be very slight. Even the slowest 
drip at normal pressure will provide 
pressure relief when needed. Where 
both hot and cold lines serve a spigot, 
make sure each one contributes to 
the drip, since both are subjected to 
freezing. If the dripping stops, leave 
the faucet open, since a pipe may have 
frozen and will still need pressure 
relief. You can also help keep pipes 
from freezing by opening cabinet doors 
and letting warmer air into places, such 
as under the bathroom sink.

If you do experience a frozen pump, 
pipes, or faucets call a professional 
to help remedy the situation without 
damaging your water system.

WINTER WEBINAR SERIES FOR 
DOMESTIC WELL AND SEPTIC 

SYSTEM USERS
Winter Webinar Series for Domestic Well 
and Septic System Users
Did you know there are possible 
contaminates in your well water 
that you cannot see, taste, or smell? 
Nitrate, coliform bacteria, and arsenic 

can cause a number of health issues 
when not identified and treated for. 
We encourage well owners to get their 
water tested screened regularly as part 
of a well maintenance.

Municipal water is regulated by the EPA 
so consumers can be confident that the 
quality of the water coming from their 
tap is sufficient.

However, domestic well water does 
not have any regulations making 
individuals do regular testing. Often 
this type of testing occurs when the 
well is first installed and in Oregon 
by state requirement when property 
ownership changes.

The Rural Living Basics webinar series 
is a low-cost workshop designed for 
rural residents to learn the basics about 
groundwater used for their drinking 
water and septic systems. Learning 
steps to protect the health of your 
family, neighbors and animals, your 
property investment, and the safety 
of groundwater resources. The series 
will be offered over the course of 2 
weeks, with 2 time options. During the 
registration choose which sessions you 
plan to attend. $5 per family covers 
your attendance in both sessions. 

December 8th
Living with your Domestic Well

2:00pm to 3:30pm

6:00pm to 7:30pm

DECEMBER 15TH :
Living with your Septic System

2:00pm to 3:30pm

6:00pm to 7:30pm

The class will be held as a zoom 
webinar. Pre-registration is required 
at https://beav.es/5UA  Email Well.
Water@oregonstate.edu or call 541-713-
5009 if you have any questions or need 
assistance registering. 
A water quality educator will be 
available live during the webinar to 
answer questions about well water 
and septic tank issues. For additional 
information on well water and septic 
systems, free Rural Living Basics 
classes, and how to get your water 
tested for free, visit our website https://
wellwater.oregonstate.edu or for more 
information call 541-713-5009
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Please reach out to the 
Polk County Master  

Garden help desk Polk.
mg@oregonstate.edu, 503-
623-8395, or look for us at  

community events!

Have Gardening  
questions?

Winter gardening tips 
Put your garden away for a winter nap with the following tips:

By Brooke Edmunds
OSU Extension Polk County Community 
Horticulturalist

Tip number one
Cover your compost pile with a tarp to 
protect it from heavy rains. This will 
keep it from getting waterlogged. Your 
pile will stay warmer and break down 
into usable compost faster.

Tip number two
Apply mulch to the garden. This pro-
tects the soil from compacting during 
heavy rains. But, avoid mounding the 
mulch around the base of trees. Mulch 
can trap moisture which can cause 
trunk rot. Voles and other rodents love 
to chew on trunks from the protec-
tion of a mulch hiding place. Pull the 
mulch back a few inches from the 
trunk to prevent this.

Tip number three
Clean and sharpen pruners and lop-
pers. Remove dirt with soapy water, 
scrub away rust with steel wool and 
WD-40, pass a diamond file over the 
blade at the original angle, then oil, 
wipe off excess, and store in a dry 
place. Then your tools will be ready for 
spring pruning tasks. 

Tip number four
Plant a new tree this fall? Use stakes 
or wires on a new tree to keep it up-
right against the wind. Make sure the 
supports are loosely attached so the 
tree has room to wiggle. Remove the 
stakes/wires once the tree is estab-
lished. 

Tip number five
Drain and store garden hoses, drip 
irrigation lines, and soaker hoses. Cov-
er outdoor faucets with insulation, if 

needed. This will protect the hose and 
faucet from damage caused by extrem

These tips were adapted from OSU 
Extension’s Monthly Gardening cal-
endars. See the full list here: https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/collection/
monthly-garden-calendars

Photos contributed
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BECOME A

MASTER
GARDENER!TM

Applicationsopen inOctober!

OSU EXTENSION SERVICE  M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R  P R O G R A M
TM

Oregon State University Extension
Master Gardener volunteers are
neighbors, friends and family who you
can go to for garden advice that is
grounded in science and locally
relevant. 

We are garden educators and on-the-
ground community scientists. 

Master Gardeners receive extensive
training and complete a university-
taught course in topics including
botany, pest identification, soil
management and diagnosing plant
problems, to name a few.

Let's 

talk 

plants!

Online classwork
Three in-person volunteer training sessions
Hands-on garden labs at the Inspiration
Garden in Independence.  
Volunteer in your community! In 2023, we
are requiring 45 hours of volunteer service.
All volunteer experiences are carefully
selected to help you learn and connect with
the community. 

POLK COUNTY
Applications close 12/15/22

About the 2023 Program:

Cost: $150, partial scholarships available

More details & apply online:
https://beav.es/USC 
For questions contact
rachel.brandon@oregonstate.edu

OSU Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs,
services, activities, and materials. Accommodation requests related to
a disability should be made by January 15th to Rachel Brandon
rachel.villwock@oregonstate.edu  503-623-8395. This publication will
be made available in an accessible alternative format upon request.
Please contact rachel.villwock@oregonstate.edu.
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Wintering with Oaks
By Marc Bell
Senior Resource Conservationist, Polk 
SWCD

Oregon white oak will grow in 
a wide range of climate con-
ditions from northern Cali-
fornia to southern British Co-

lumbia. Most of these areas experience 
summer droughts and precipitation of 
anywhere from 10 to 100 inches. With-
in its range, mean daily temperatures 
may vary from lows of 13 over 90°F 
across the calendar.
While obviously hardy, oaks grow slow-
ly and are intolerant of shade. Oregon 
white oaks can tolerate hot and dry 
summer conditions due to their taproot; 
with adequate moisture in spring, large 
oaks can thrive even with severe sum-
mer drought. Extensive stands of small 
shrubby white oak, often mixed with 
Pacific madrone, grow on sites that are 
often too dry to support any other tree 
species. However, importantly Oregon 
white oak can also thrive on soils that 
are poorly drained during the wet sea-
son and dry during the summer. Nor-
mally wetter soil areas can be hard for 
oaks to compete with fast growing wil-
low and ash species. These wet-dry cy-
cle seasons are a common scenario in 
mid valley streams, springs, and creeks, 
most of which dry out in the summer, 
but flow or stay saturated during the 
winter months. Between the wet to dry 
tolerance and the soil types in these 
saturated then dry areas which consist 
of heavy clays, coarse-textured flood 

plains, and river terraces in the interi-
or valleys, imply Oaks can tolerate the 
same conditions Oregon Ash tradition-
ally hold. 

With Emerald Ash Borer no longer ‘just 
over the horizon’ for Oregon, it’s high 
time to look at how to replace Ash as 
they may die off.  Oregon white oak is 
one of the most resistant to damage 
from ice and snow of western tree spe-
cies, besides fitting the soil conditions 
ash thrive in. Oregon White Oak twigs 
and buds have some resistance to ice 
and cold temperature injury as well. 
Healthy Oregon white oak are not prone 
to wind-throw or breakage compared to 
other wet soil associated woody species 
like ash and maple. Extreme weather 
conditions can humble many trees as 
we’ve seen in the 2020 and 2021 winters 
but Oregon White Oaks, may be our best 
bet as we brace for Emerald Ash Borer’s 
effect in the Willamette Valley. 

Natural regeneration of oaks from seed 
is often quite good but grazing, mowing, 
chemical application, and intense fire 
can prevent the next age class of oaks 
from maturing. Seedlings rapidly de-
velop a deep taproot, a key trait to sur-
viving extreme conditions. The stem of 
natural seedlings often remains small 
and shrubby for years, as a tradeoff to 
develop that deep root system. This is 
followed by a sapling stage with rela-
tively rapid growth. Regeneration from 
seed is greatly improved when seeds are 
protected from rodents and other preda-
tors, flagged and caged, which prevents 
accidental damage as well as bark dam-

age from small to large mammals.  

To jump start the process one can find 
bareroot or container stock oak trees at 
nurseries (or the Polk SWCD native plant 
sale) but the best adapted oaks to your 
property are always going to be the lo-
cal mature oaks capable of producing 
acorns. Oregon White Oaks usually be-
gin developing acorns at twenty to thir-
ty years maturity; if you have healthy 
oaks producing acorns, these seeds are 
your best bet to endure the next centu-
ry of weather patterns. Acorns that have 
fallen, without a cap and visually show 
no sign of damage are your best candi-
dates to select for germination. There is 
also the float test – an acorn that sinks 
instead of floating atop water is a strong 
indicator the acorn will germinate. Dis-
card any visibly damaged or floating 
acorns! 

Cultivated Oregon white oak seedlings 
often grow faster, more upright and do 
not display the prolonged shrub stage 
observed for many wild seedlings. Of 
course, additional site preparation and 
control of competition from grasses and 
shrubs could greatly improve growth of 
Oregon white oak seedlings in the field 
as well. As they say, the next best time 
to plant a tree, other than fifty years ago, 
is today.  A much deeper dive into plant-
ing native oak from acorns or stock, 
please see the SWCD’s web page and the 
USFS’s publication ‘Planting Native Oak 
in the Pacific Northwest’ : https://www.
polkswcd.com/oak-woodland-manage-
ment1.html

Photo contributed
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EXTRA SAVINGS DURING OUR IN-STORE 2-DAY 
STIHL SALE!  FRI & SAT, DECEMBER 9 & 10! 

$12999 
$37999 $12999 

130 Main Street 
Rickreall, OR  97371 

503-623-2365 
Buy online at:  www.rickfarm.net 
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Trees and shrubs play an important role in maintain-
ing a healthy environment. The benefits of native 
plants are numerous. Using native plants makes 
gardening easier because they are adapted to our 

soil and climate, requiring less water and chemicals. They 
also attract pollinators and provide habitat for wildlife, such 
as birds, amphibians and small critters. These native plants 
serve as shelter from the elements and protection from 
predators. Squirrels, birds and other wildlife enjoy the seeds 
and berries. Meanwhile, insects and hummingbirds feed 
off of the nectar and pollen that flowering shrubs and trees 
provide. There is something for everyone!

Native plants and pollination play an important role in 
agriculture, too. One third of the food we eat is dependent 
on pollination. Native plants attract beneficial insects and 
wildlife to agricultural landscapes. These helpful insects 
reduce garden pests, generate, cycle and move soil. Adding 
native plants to the landscape supports biodiversity and a 
healthy environment for us all. 

5 Flowering 
Shrubs for 

Wildlife
By Morgan Neil

Outreach Coordinator, Polk SWCD

Continue on to page 15
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Here are 5 shrubs that you can plant to attract  
pollinators or other wildlife to your yard:

Red-flowering Currant
Description: a deciduous perennial 
shrub - an early-blooming, bright-scent-
ed favorite with pollinators that can 
grow up to 10 feet tall. Grows rapidly 
and later produces black fruit enjoyed 
by birds. Easy to grow and prefers sun/
part-shade.

Douglas spirea 
Description: an easy-growing, decid-
uous shrub that thrives in moist soil. 
This shrub can grow up to 11 feet or 
more and is an excellent choice for rain 
gardens or erosion control. It thrives in 
sun/part-shade and displays upright, 
pink flower clusters June-September, 
adored by butterflies, bees and benefi-
cial insects.

Nootka Rose
Description: a thorny shrub that devel-
ops large, solitary, 3-inch flowers, in 
bloom April-August. The flowers tran-

sition to bright, orange clusters of rose 
hips This is the best native wild rose 
and can be used as a part of hedgerows. 
Birds and small mammals benefit from 
the protection of the thorns. Can sur-
vive in harsh, dry conditions and also 
serves as a larval host for butterflies 
and insects.

Blue Elderberry
Description: this fragrant-flowered 
shrub can grow in open woods, valleys 
and opening of riparian forests. This 
resilient, fast-growing shrub develops 
small blossoms in spring, enjoyed by 
pollinators and the berries come in 
autumn to feed the birds. For Native 
Americans, all parts of the elderberry 
are used for a variety of purposes. 

Red Osier Dogwood
Description: a fun shrub for gardeners 
as well as wildlife because it offers 
interest all year – spring gives clusters 
of white flowers, berries arrive in late 
summer, followed by colorful leaves in 

autumn and bright red bark in winter. 
A mid-height deciduous shrub that can 
be propagated easily by cuttings. In 
addition to its benefits to wildlife, it can 
be used for erosion control.

If you’d like to incorporate native trees 
and shrubs to your backyard, check out 
our upcoming native plant sale for trees 

and shrubs at polkswcd.com.

Red-flowering currant, Peter Stevens, Flickr, CC by 2.0 Douglas Spirea , John Brandauer, Flickr, CC by NC-ND 2.0 Nootka rose, Peter Stevens, Flickr, CC by 2.0

Elderberries, David~O, Flickr, CC by 2.0 red twig dogwood, mwms1916, Flickr, CC by NC-ND 2.0



Join the
Conversation!

Local Work Group Meetings are a valuable part our planning
process, providing an opportunity for you to be part of a

collaborative effort to improve natural resources in Polk County.
 

Register at Polkswcd.com


