2024 Polk County Natural
Resources Input



Are you aware that there are multiple sources for technical and financial assistance available to
private agricultural and forest producers to address priority natural resource concerns in Polk County?

80 responses

@® Yes
® No




Federal funds are available now to address a variety of resource concerns in Polk County,
including: - Forest health — fuels reduction a...ncerns listed above are top priority for Polk County?

80 responses

@® Yes
® No




The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has additional funds to address resource
concerns related to soil, water, air, plants, animals energy and human considerations that are
evaluated during the conservation planning process. Please rank to prioritize these other natural

resource concerns for Polk County. This rating can include concerns for your farm/forest or your
community.
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30

Water Quality -
elevated water
temperatures,
contamination
from application
of pesticides
and fertilizers
and sediment
from farm
operations

20

10
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30 Soil Health -
erosion,
compaction,
reduced organic

20 matter,
contamination
from application of

10 pesticides and

fertilizers
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30
Water Quantity -
irrigation
management,

20 flooding, drought,
water for livestock

10
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30

Air Quality — odors,

greenhouse gas
20 emissions from
farming, engines or
livestock; particles
In the air or toxic
substances, low air
quality from
wildfires

10
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30
Plants -
pressure on
20 native plant
communities,
structure and
10 composition
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30 Animals - wildlife
habitat (quality
food and shelter for
wildlife),
feed/forage
Imbalance,
biodiversity and
critical ecosystems

20

10
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30

Energy -
efficiency of
20 equipment and
facilities /
farming and
ranching

10 :
practices
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30
Forest Health -
excessive

20 biomass
accumulation

10




B 1st Bl 2nd 00 3rd M 4th M 5th M 6th B 7th BB 8th M Oth

30 Invasive species
management -
ecosystems

20 iInvaded by invasive
plants and pests

10




Community Survey

Water Soil Animals Water Plants Invasive Forest Air Energy
Quality Health Quantity Species Health Quality



What types of assistance would you like to have to improve the management of your property?
80 responses

Educational Workshops —91 (63.7%)

Assistance with developing a

: . —24 (30%)
long-term operations improvem...

Financial assistance for

. —48 (60%)
Improvements

Technical information to improve

—36 (45%)
management

Tours of other operations that

- 0
demonstrate good management 45 (96.3%)

0 20 40 60



| would be interested in attending these educational workshops:

80 responses

Oak woodland restoration
Livestock management
Supporting pollinator and wil...
Soil health principles and ma...
Floodplain management

Pond management

Defensible space and wildfir...
Invasive species management
Riparian buffers to improve...
High tunnel production
Greenhouse gas emission m...
Rain gardens

Energy conservation (i.e. sol...
Carbon sequestration
Prescribed burning

Irrigation management

0

27 (33.8%)
—8 (10%)

33 (41.3%)
—13 (16.3%)
—18 (22.5%)
— 21 (26.3%)
38 (47.5%)
23 (28.7%)
—6 (7.5%)
—3(3.8%)
35 (43.8%)
—21 (26.3%)
—6 (7.5%)
—12 (15%)
—7 (8.8%)

20 40

—52 (65%)

60



Have you ever participated in these funding programs to address natural resource concerns for your
operation?

80 responses

OWEB grants —6 (7.5%)

Farm Service Agency programs

—4 (3%
(i.e. loans, disaster assistance) (5%)

NRCS programs —10 (12.5%)

Oregon Department of Forestry

L 0
funding 2 (2.5%)

None —64 (80%)




What type of property or agricultural operation do you have?

80 responses

Urban

Ag producer — primary income
Landowner/hobby farm — not...
Conifer Forest for timber pro...
Oak woodland

Agricultural cropland operati...
Livestock operation

Equine facility[—0 (0%)

Orchard or Vineyard

None

Agency (USFWS Partner's f...
Landowner/hobby farm
rewilding

Dallas City Residential
Landowner- retired-hobby pl...
private residence in Monmo...

0

—3(3.8%)
—7 (8.8%)
—7 (8.8%)
—8 (10%)
—4 (5%)
—1(1.3%)
—1(1.3%)
—1(1.3%)
—1(1.3%)
—1 (1.3%)
—1(1.3%)

—18 (22.5%)

—10 (12.5%)

10

—16 (20%)

20

30

31 (38.8%)

40



Are you interested in conservation programs on your property to address your resource concerns?

80 responses

@® Yes
® No




The Polk Soil and Water Conservation District is divided into 5 zones, each represented by a
Director. What zone do you live in? To find your ...n the link: polk_swcd_zone_map.pdf (polkswcd.com)

80 responses
® Zone 1
® Zone?2
@ Zone 3
@® Zone 4
/ @® Zone b5

8.8% @ | don't know.
@® None
8.8%
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